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.  .  INTh'ODlJCTORY.  .  . 

DiKiNt.  rcctMil  vtMis  I  have  had  many  ini|iiiries  from  widely 
soparati-d  parts  of  our  comilry.  asking;  f«)r  infoniiation  as  to 
the  Ikniiett  oriyiii.  I-'allinj;  l)ack  upon  tradition.  I  could 
(>iil\  say,  we  were  certainly  of  revolutionary  and  colonial  stfK-k. 
lUuini;  1S9S,  a  lady  cousin,  whom  I  had  not  seen,  asked  :  "Please 
tell  nie  from  whom  I  came?"  This  impelled  me  to  some  day  be 
at)le  to  tell  her.  The  result  is  embodied  in  these  pages.  Hooks 
ot  this  character  l)ecomc,  of  necessity,  discussive.  A  tree  puis 
out  a  few  large  branches  ;  these,  in  turn,  others,  until  it  is  hard 
to  ilistinguish  among  tlieni.  We  follow  a  main  branch  only  to 
fiml  it  broken  off:  and  in  other  cases,  the  limb  is  too  weak  to  sup- 
port the  burden.  I'nder  such  circumstances  verbosity  may  l>e 
excusable.  I  am  certain  my  reading  public  will  Ik*  lenient  in  all 
criticism,  l-rom  the  first,  as  now,  there  has  been  a  disparity  in 
spelling  the  name.  We  find  it  Hennet,  Hennett,  Henit,  Hencat, 
Bennitt,  and  even  that  far  cry,  Henight.  Undoubtedly  near  rela- 
tives, for  their  own  reasons,  spelled  it  differently.  I  have,  for  the 
sake  of  uniformity,  taken  the  more  general  usage,  but  very  many 
still  u.se  the  terminal-itt,  and  deem  it  correct. 

While  pursuing  my  researches,  (without  it  at  all  being  a  part 
of  my  original  intention)  I  came  upon  the  Hentley  and  Beers 
lines,  the  three  converging  in  the  writer,  I  have  seen  fit  to  incor- 
porate them  in  this  little  book.  In  these  lines  the  family  traditions 
were  much  clearer  and  more  positive,  atid  no  argument  is  needed 
lo  establish  their  reliableness. 

""  liad  expected  to  trace  down  to  the  smallest  and  latest  member 

;e  allied  families,  but  it  is  impossible  to  do  this  accurately 

out  more  leisure  than  the  intervals  of  a  busy  life  afTord.      It 

1  be  hoped  that  each,  for  himself,  will  take  up  the  work  where 

laid  it  down,  and  thus  perpetuate  a  knowledge  of  an  hon- 

uid  patriotic  lineage. 

1 J  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  trace  our  descent  back  to 
<lish  "gentry,"  yet  it  is  no  discredit  to  l)e  as  the  Germans 
vohl  gel>ortnen." 


2  INTROD'  CT«/'  V. 

Our  iininigrant  ancestor  was  trom  Vv  iltshire,  where    >  of 

the  Bennetts  is  at  Pitthouse.  It  is  now  occupied  by  the  female 
line,  the  present  master  having  taken  his  wife's  name  legally. 
Edward  was  a  younger  son  for  whom  at  home  w^as  not  sufficient 
room.  There  is  also  a  family  coat-of-arms  which  some  of  the 
name  in  this  country  are  using.  The  motto  is  ''Benedidus  qui 
tolit  Aw*Si^<\'or  "blessed  is  he  who  bears  the  cross."  Most  peo- 
ple bear  some  kind  of  a  cross,  but  very  few  do  it  without  more  or 
less  growling  and  probably  those  who  use  the  motto  do  not  live 
up  to  it.  Yet  we  may  retain  our  pride  in  the  sturdy  Anglo-Saxon 
strain  that  has  produced  men  and  women  who  prove  their  quality 
by  their  reasonable  consideration  for  the  rights  of  others,  but  who 
if  it  comes  to  a  pinch,  do  not  hesitate 

"To  prove  their  doctrine  orthodox 
By  apostolic  blows  and  knocks." 

I  have  to  thank  some  members  of  the  family  for  assistance.  I 
deem  myself  fortunate  to  have  had  access  to  the  large  and  valua- 
ble collection  of  records  in  the  rooms  of  the  Historical  Society  at 
Wilkes- Barre,  of  which  the  Rev.  Horace  Edwin  Hayden  is  the 
learned  and  accomplished  custodian. 

S.  B.  BEXXETT. 

PiTTSTON,  Pa.,  August  I,  1899. 


^^ 


ME  AND  JACK. 


THE  BENNETTS. 

J  AMI'S  Cordon  Hi:nni-.tt,  louiulcr  of  the  New  York  Itrrald,  a 
Scotchman,  horn  in  IJanfTshirc.  once  wrote:  "The  licnnctts 
were  a  little  band  of  I'Vecboters.  A.  I).  S96,  in  Saxony.  I 
liave  no  doubt  they  robbed  and  plundered  a  ^iioA.  deal  Thty 
emigrated  to  France  and  .settled  on  the  river  Loire,  where  they 
lived  several  hundred  years.  The  family  was  Roman  Catholic 
and  later,  of  the  Church  of  ICngland."  That  the  Scotch  Bennett's 
statement  is  true,  may  readily  l)e  believed,  for  one  thousand  years 
ago.  Europe  was  given  over  to  i)illage,  and  the  strong  showed  the 
weak  no  consideration.  I'erhaps  the  sturdy  Bennett  trilx!  owe<l 
its  continued  existence  to  the  fact  of  it.s  extreme  tenacity  of  pur- 
po.se  and  the  inability  of  others  to  crush  it  out. 

At  that  time  London  was  occupied  by  the  Danes  ;  Mnglishmen 
were  herdsmen,  and  cattle-stealing  very  much  the  fa.shion.  This 
Saxon  trilic  was  probably  no  worse  than  its  neighlwrs.  Be  this 
as  it  may,  the  family  in  Ijigland,  during  the  reign  of  Charles  the 
I'irst,  had  assumed  considerable  importance.  A  Sir  Henry  Ben- 
nett being  private  secretary  to  King  Charles  Secx)nd.  The  "Dic- 
tionary of  ICnglish  Biography."  Iwginning  with  the  time  of  the 
landing  of  the  Pilgrims  at  Plymouth  Kock,  inchides  sketches  of 
the  lives  of  no  less  than  twenty  eight  ICnglishinen  of  the  name 
who  were  of  repute  as  Historians.  Theologians,  Physicians. 
Lawyers,  Poets,  H\  inn-writers.  Musicians— the  last  one  noticed 
being  Sir  William  Sterndale  Bennett,  the  celebrated  teacher  and 
a  pianist  of  much  celebrity,  who  passed  away  about  1S7.S.  I  learn 
that  now  in  England  are  more  than  one  hundred  clergymen  of  the 
established  church. 

In    16 19,    at  Vo^fihal.   a   South   Irish   seaport.    Richard   I./)rd 

Boyle  caused  repairs  to  be  made  to  a  certain  chapel,  time  having 

caused  it  to  fall  into  ruin.     He  provided  recur.it>ent  stone  effigies 

of  a  man  and  woman  upon  a  tomb  which  bears  the  inscription  : 

Herelyeth  the  bodies  of  Richard  Bennett  and  HUis  Barry  his 

ife,  the  first  founders  of  this  Chapel.     This,  for  the  reviving  of 

memory,  I  have  had  their  figures  cut  in  stone."     It  argues 
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that  very  many  years  had  passed  from  the  building  of  the  Chapel 
until  its  restoration.  Its  register  is  said  to  go  back  to  the  year 
eleven  hundred. 

The  name  occurs  very  early  in  the  Colonial  records.  At  Boston 
the  mercantile  firm  of  Benet  &  Co.  existed  as  early  as  1630. 
Bennett  street,  in  that  city,  doubtless  owes  its  name  to  this  fact. 
The  family  must  have  increased  rapidly,  for  few  names'are  men- 
tioned more  frequently,  not  always  in  the  most  complimentary 
manner.  Yet  we  have  upon  the  whole  no  valid  reason  to  believe 
that  we  were  not  much  like  other  people. 

In  Essex,  Mass.,  1644,  Hugh  Lynn  and  Samuel  Bennett  were 
presented  to  the  court  for  being /'common  sleepers  in  church" 
and  fined  each  two  shillings  and  sixpence. 

SamuePevidently  became  wide  awake,  for  in  1664,  July  15th, 
he  buys  "ye  new  water  mill."  His  circumstances  had  improved 
for  nine  years  previously  Joshua  Foote'sued  him  for  debt,  but  as 
Foote's  dog  had  killed  Bennett's  calf,  for  which  Bennett  received 
the  sum  of  twenty  shillings,  possibly  revengeful  litigation  was  not" 
altogether  unknown  at  that  early  date.  In  1649,  William  Hook 
conveyed  to  him  "all  that  tract  of  land  formerly  belonging  to  his 
father,  Humphrey  Hook,  etc.  One  William  Bennett  complained 
that  Edward  Dowty  had  defaulted  on  a  contract  whereby  Dowty 
was  to  sell  a  flitch  of  bacon  for  three  pounds  of  "beaver."  The 
court  appointed  Francis  Eaton  and  Robert  Hicks,  arbitrators,  who 
decided  that  Bennett's  currency  was,  like  silver  in  1899,  worth 
but  fifty  per  cent  of  its  face  value. 

For  a  considerable  time  it  was  believed  that  this  Samuel  who 
"slept  in  the  time  of  exercise,"  was  our  English  ancestor.  Rev. 
George^  S.  Bennett,  who  himself  of  Boston,  has  made  exhaus- 
tive search  of  old  records,  states  that  our  Samuel  was  son  to 
Edward,  who,  with  his  wife'and  four  children,  sailed  from  Wey- 
mouth, England,  and^  settled  at  Weymouth,  Mass.,  taking  up 
as  he  was  entitled  to  thirty-six  acres  of  public  land.  He  was 
made  a  Freeman  in  1636.  After  a  residence  there  for  seven  years 
he  became  an  original  proprietor  in  the  company^that'  founded 
Rehoboth,  to  which  place  he  removed,  dying  there  1645- 1646, 
wealthy,  and  was  bi  the  Proprietor's  Cemetery.     He  had 

children 

SamuelXO  '  '         '28. 
John,  born  1 


rni:  hi-nnivits.  s 

I'riscilla,   lO},:.  maiiifd  William  Cari)eiilcr. 
Ivdward. 
Richard, 
rnqiicstioiiably  I<:i)liraiin  Ik'nm-tt  who  married  Ilaniiali  Mcutlv 
at  ('.osheii,  X.  V.,  came  from   Warwick,  K.  I.,  through   (  Jrar, 
county   to  the   Wyominj;   hmds    of  the   Sus«iuchatma   Compaj. 
llicncc   to   what   was  called    Tioi^a    Toiiit,  now  Athens.  I'a.      H.. 
t'atlur,  Ivphraini,  accompanied    him  with   his  family,  consisting  of 
otlier  sv)ns  and  daiij;hters. 

It  will  i)e  ol)ser\ed  in  passinv;  that  vSaiiuiel  (  i  )  who  died  in 
1AS4,  left  a  widow  who  married  Moses  I'orsnian.  Samuel  (2) 
married  January  j,  i(>s<j,  Sarah  h'orsman.  wlio  «lied  1705.  In 
1690.  their  first  child  vSamuel  ( j; )  was  lK»rn.  No  record  of  this 
Samuel's  issue  exists,  so  far  as  kr.own.  It  is  fairly  certain  that 
he  became  the  father  of  h'phraim,  sr.,  for  three  reasons  : 

First — Names  were  faithfully  handed  down  in  those  ol<l  lami- 
lies,  and  we  know  ICphraim,  jr.'s  first  born  was  named  Samuel. 

Second — Grantini;  that  Kphraim,  sr.,  was  son  to  Samuel  {j^)  it 
provides  the  generation  between  the  above  and  the  correctly 
recorded  birth  of  Ivphraim,  jr.,  in  1767. 

Third — The  writer's  father  told  him  that  his  great  grandmother 
\vas  a  Forsman,  and  this  being  .so,  we  would  find  Sarah  I'orsman 
the  grandmother  of  Ivphraim,  sr.  A  .simple  error  of  trarlition  lint 
a  strong  corroboration  in  fact,  as  it  places  a  Forsman  in  the  line 
of  descent. 

Thus  it  will  be  .seen  that  while  it  is  not  ab.solutely  proven,  it  is 
much   more  than  probable  that  Samuel  (nof  ICdward  of  Wey- 
mouth, is  our  first  American  ancestor. 
In  our  branch  we  then  have  : 
First— S.\MrKL  »n   died   irvS4  ;    by  trade  a  cooj^er  ;  married 

Anna :  she  married    2)  Mjses  Forsman.     ~ 

Residence,  Greenwich.  R.  I. 

1652,  bought  land  of  Stukely  We.stcott. 

165s.  a  F'reeman. 

1656.  a  .seargeant  of  militia,  for  which  he  received  twenty 

pounds. 
1678.  was  voted  one  hundred  acres  of  public  land. 
167S,  member  of  General  Court  for  ten  years. 
682,    he  sold   thirty  four  acres  near  "Solitary    hill."   to 
Richard  Kvenden. 
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1684,   will    proven;  wife   Anna,    executrix.     Samuel    (2) 
received  sixty  and  Edward  seventy  acres  of  laud. 
He  bad- 
Edward,  born  1654;  died  1735. 

Elizabeth,  born ;  died  172 1. 

(2)  Samuel,  born ;  Coventry,  R.  I. 

William,  born  — — 
(2)  Samuel,  married  (i)  Sarah  Forsman,  daughter  of  Moses. 
Married  (2)  Desire  Berry. 

Married  Rachel  (3) 

He  was  by  trade  a  carpenter. 
1684,  a  Freeman. 
1688,  grand  juryman. 
1690,  deputy  in  General  Assembly. 
1690,  a  Lieutenant. 

1703,  he  and  his  wife  deed  to  Thomas  Fry,  dwelling,  orch- 
ard, etc.,  for  sixty-eight  pounds. 
In   1 7 II,  he  deeds  "for  love,  etc.,  to  my  son  Samuel,"  (3) 
ten  acres  of  land  ;  his  wife,  Rachel,  joins  calling  Sam- 
uel "my  son-in  law." 
He  had— 

(3)  Samuel,  born  September  24,  1690. 
Sarah,  born  January  31,  1693. 
Hannah,  born  April  27,  1697. 
Elizabeth,  born  November  19,  1699. 
Benjamin,  born  November  7,   1701. 
John,  born  October  15,  1703. 
William,  born  May  15,  1706. 
Priscilla,  born  October  7,  1708. 
Mary,  born  April,  171 1. 
Desire,  born  February  12,  17 13. 
(3)  Samuel,  born  1690.     .,  ., 

There  seems  to  be  no  satisfactory  record  of  his  progeny. 
Ephraim  (4)  married  Mary  Stafford.    The  family  tradition: 
diverge  ;  some  believing  him  to  have  gone  with  David,  at  I'r 
others  with  Joseph  in  Ohio. 

:■■   ;  before  the  Revolutionary  war,  with  his  family  he  went  ir. 
ience,  R.  I.,  to  Goshen,  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  on  hi 
^--  Wyoming  valley,  "being  induced  to  this  removal  by 
,..•.'    'eports    from    friends    and    relatives   already    there." 


riii;  itKNNK'n'S.  : 

appendix.     The  war  l)c^;iiiniii^'  ihcy  remained  near  (ioshcn  until 
its  close,  then  j^oin^  to  near  Wilkes  Harre,  I'a. 

As  is  well  known,  the  old  Pennsylvania  fend  named  the  "I*cn- 
iiauiite  War"  l.rokeout  with  lenewed  virulence  and  settlers  claim- 
iiii;  title  under  the  vSustinehanna  Company  were  fined  impriHoned. 
and  (lri\eu  out.  The  Bennetts  and  some  thirty  other  families 
l)iiill  a  tiaite.ui  and  placing  all  their  ^oods  uix)n  it.  alternately 
poled  and  i>ulled  it  lip  the  Siis(pjehanna  to  Tio^a  Toinl  ;  their 
few  cattle  l)eiii>;  driven  liy  the  hoys  alonj;  the  river  hank  throU){h 
the  forest.  Samuel  and  Thomas  1 6|  assistc<l  in  this  work,  they 
having  been  born  at  (loshen,  and  then  eight  and  sjx  years  old 
respectively. 

IvriiKAiM's  4  t'amily  consi>tetl  certainly  of  I'iphraim  '5  ',  James. 
Thaddens,  Thomas,  Al)rahani.  David  anil  Jonathan,  or  Joseph. 
They  settled  at  WellslnirR,  X.  V.  Later  l'"phraini  (4  >  removed 
with  Joseph  to  the  state  of  ( )hio  1  ?  >  where  his  descendants  now  are. 

Joseph  was  a  Baptist  minister,  and  had  also  a  son  of  the  same 
name  and  calling.  He  was  a  Continental  soldier  under  Colonel 
BrinkerhnfT  and  Captain  Brown,  and  a  Corporal  under  Colonel 
Malcolm  and  Captain  Delevan. 

James  was  a  renowned  Indian  tighter.  A  family  tradition 
relates  that  his  young  son  was  killed  and  scalped  by  the  savages. 
Later  James  met  at  Tioga  Point,  an  Indian,  who  drunken.  Iwasted 
of  this  exploit.  James  at  this  time  was  restrained  from  killing 
him,  but  later  the  Red  Man  disappeared.  His  descendants  are 
also  somewhere  in  the  great  west.  He  .served  in  the  Orange 
county  regiment,  under  Col.  John  Hathorne  and  Captain  David 
McCamly.  Orange  county.  X.  V.,  was  of  large  territory,  organ- 
ized in  1683,  and  named  for  William  of  Orange,  afterward  King 
of  luigland.  It  was  on  the  direct  route  to  the  western  lands  of 
the  vSu.squehanna  Company,  and  a  place  of  call  for  travelers  easl^ 
and  westward.  It  is  well-known  that  after  the  disaster  at  Wyom- 
ing the  settlers  abandoned  their  homes  and  sought  safety  beyond 
tlie  Delaware  river. 

The  Orange  county  inhabitants  suffered  greatly  from  the 
savages,  yet  its  people  had  the  honor  to  be  in  close  touch  with 
many  of  the  .stirring  events  of  the  Revolutionary  War. 

While  the  army  was  cantoned  there  in  17.S2.  an  event  showed 
the  character  of  Washington  in  its  strongest  light.  I  allude  to 
liTofTer  of  many  officers  through  Col.  Xicola  to  make  him  the 
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American  King.  Tne  Nicola  letter  brought  out  the  deserved  and 
stinging  rebuke,  "such  suggestions  I  must  view  with  abhorence 
and  reprehend  with  severity.  Your  ideas  seem  frought  with  the 
greatest  mischief  that  can  befall  my  country." 

Later  in  1783,  a  meeting  of  his  officers  was  held,  who  witti  the 
army  about  to  be  disbanded,  found  themselves  without  pay  or 
resources  for  the  dark  future  because  of  the  neglect  of  Congress. 
Washington  met  them  and  by  his  arguments  carried  conviction  to 
their  minds.  It  was  at  this  time  upon  taking  his  glasses  to  read 
a.  letter,  he  said,  "you  see,  gentlemen,  I  have  grown  gray  and 
also  blind  in  your  service." 

Among  the  very  first  Wyoming  settlers  were  Bennetts,  and 
when  the  thriving  city  of  Wilkes- Barre  held  but  five  white  women 
three  of  them  were  of  the  name.  In  1755,  Isaac  Bennett,  of 
Preston,  Conn.,  paid  four-and- one- half  pounds  for  a  share  in  the 
Susquehanna  Company.  He  was  later  expelled  because  he  was 
said  to  have  defrauded  certain  Indians.  In  1754  Samuel  bought 
one  share  and  James  one-half  share.  1-  is  7nosi  likely  that  this 
was  Samuel  (3)  and  that  Thomas  Bennett,  the  owner  of  the  Forty 
Fort  treaty  table,  and  father  of  Mrs.  Myers,  took  up  this  land 
which  is  now  occupied  by  the  charming  home  of  Stephen  Vaughn, 
Esq.,  at  Dorranceton,  Pa. 

This  supposition  being  correct  Thomas  would  have  been  brother 
to  Ephraim  (4)  which  last  had  grandchildren  in  1782.  At  the 
date  of  the  massacre  Thomas  was  said  to  have  been  called  "Old 
Bennett"  by  the  Indian  wearing  his  stolen  clothes,  who  parading 
around  said,  "me  Old  Bennett  now."  Ephraim  (4)  had  served  in 
the  French  war  of  1756,  and  was  taken  prisoner  in  "Gen.  John- 
son's fight." 

In  1758,  Abel  Willard  petitioned  the  General  Assembly  of 
Massachusetts  to  take  such  steps  as  would  procure  his  release. 
This  argues  that  at  this  time  he  was  a  citizen  of  that  colony.  This 
is  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  in  1748  he  had  petitioned  the  General 
Court  to  confirm  to  him  a  deed  "made  by  Eevi  Osborne  who,  by 
the  Province  of  God,  had  been  taken  away  by  death." 

Another  Ephraim  Bennett  married  Hannah  Stillson  in  1773. 
His  name  is  on  the  roster  of  Col.  Van.  Rensalaer,  Captain  Sharp 
with  Benjamin,  Ezra  and  Robert.  He  being  about  the  age  of 
Ephraim  (5)  it  is  fair  to  presume  them  to  have  been  cousins.^ In 
May,  1795,  Ephraim  (4)  and  Mary  bis  wife,  conveyed  to  Thom^ 


THK  MKNNhriTS. 

Baldwin,  of  Xtw town,  Tiok:i  comity.  N.  Y.,  scvcnly-four  •crw 
of  land  111  town  ol  ^'luinniiK  and  Slate  aforeJaid.  for  conwdrn- 
tion  of  li^'hty  pounds.  'Phis  is  tin-  SoutljiK)rt  prcniiscH  no  long 
lu-ld  l)y  the  Baldwin  fainil\  . 

October   lo,   i7(;f.,  Ivi.liiann    iW-nnctt   j^avc  a  mortgnnc  for  one 
hnndiLtl  and  twcnt>   pounds  lo  John  W.  W'atkins.  upon  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  No.  5  of  farm  lots  ol   I..  Homincdicu  Patent 
Which    l{|ihraini    it  was,  docs  not  appear.      (Sc-e  old   records  of 
Tioj^a  county    X.  \ .] 

Tlic  rosters  published  by  the  Stale  of  New  York,  contains  the 
names  of  twenty  five  Heaiietls  who  served  in  tlie  Continental  army 
in  various  or^ani/alions.  They  were  closely  connected  and  of 
near  kinship  to  tho.se  of  the  name  who.  obtaininR  title  under  the 
Sus(juehanna  Company,  located  in  WyomiiiR  valley  and  who 
from  the  first  had  to  ilefend  their  ri>;hts  as  they  understood  them. 
from  the  encroachment  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Red 
Men.      All  histories  of  the  valley  are  united  upon  this  jwint. 

Later  the  Pioneers  made  a  more  or  less  common  cnnsc  against 
the  British  and  Indians,  and  so  far  as  known  no  Connecticut 
settler  ever  became  Tory.  In  passing,  I  would  note  that  the 
Bennetts  were  men  of  short  or  medium  stature,  usually  dark  com- 
plexion, dark  eyes  and  hair.  I-'ew  military  descriptive  lists  are 
pre.served.  I  find  but  three  .soldiers  descril)ed  ;  their  height  l)cing 
five,  seven  and  nine  inches  more  than  five  feet. 

A  tradition  has  it  that  hiphraim.  jr.,  got  his  black  eyes  from 
being  French.  As  at  an  early  date  there  was  at  least  out  French 
Colony  in  Rhode  Island  which  Samuel  Bennett  Inrfriendcd.  it  i* 
po.ssible  that  there  may  have  l)een  intermarriages.  It  is  but  fair 
to  say,  however,  that  later  Bentiett  was  charged  with  dof.hle 
•vilini;,  in  that  he  obtained   .some  of  the  lands  occupied  by  the 

!   nists  and  as  they  charged,  much  to  tlieir  injury. 

1     -  presumed  that  families  enlisting  for  military  service  would 

-  the  same  command.  Hathorne  and  Wisner  regiments  were 
-  ibout  Goshen.  We  find  upon  the  roster  of  Hathorne  and 
^      ily  Ilphraim,  sr.  seargent  (also  Wisner  and  Baly)  Hphraim, 

-  ;:;cant.     James  i  also  Wisner  and    B.i! 
li   >  and  Oano)       Thaddeus,  Thomas.  A 

:  ils  and    Hardenburg )  and    David    Calso  Van    Kcns.iiaer  and    I  »p 
'  (irmo. 

The  writer's  father  used  to  mention  an  Tncle  Thaddeus      A 
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Thaddeus  about  A.  D.  1800.  paid  taxes  in  territory  of  Chemung 
county,  as  did  Abraham  at  Big  Flats.  David  removed  to  Howard, 
Steuben  county.  He  became  the  father  of  Daniel  Bennett,  who 
had  twenty- three  children,  one  of  whom,  Benjamin  Bennett,  is 
father  to  Fred.  Bennett,  Esq..  of  Joliet,  111.,  Colonel  commanding 
the  crack  regiment  of  the  national  guard  of  that  state,  the  third 
which  saw  service  in  the  Spanish  war  going  from  Chickamauga, 
(when  Lieutenant  Bennett  met  him)  to  Porto  Rico,  taking  part  in 
that  short  but  lively  campaign.  Colonel  Bennett  is  a  western 
military  auihority,  and  an  attorney  having  a  large  clientele  at 
Joliet.  During  the  writer's  boyhood  visits  were  exchanged 
between  David's  descendants  and  those  of  Ephraim,  jr. 

It  is  thought  that  David  B.  Hill,  ex-Governor  and  Senator,  a 
man  of  very  great  ability,  but  an  example  of  the  "vaulting  ambi- 
tion which  o'er-leaps  itself  and  falls  upon  t-other  side,",  is 
descended  from  David's  branch.  A  letter  of  inquiry  to  him  upon 
the  subject  remains  unanswered-      '' Rcsquicscat  in  Pace.'' 

Ephraim  (5)  born  May  ist,  1762,  married  Hannah  Bentley,  at 
Goshen,  February  7th,  17S1.  He  was  not  nineteen  years  of  age, 
she  just  more  than  sixteen.  Nothing  is  known  of  their  early 
education  only  that  the  registry  in  the  old  Bible  by  him  is  in  fair 
old-fashioned  penmanship.  Hannah  was  daughter  of  Green  M. 
Bently,  a  veteran  soldier  of  two  wars.  She  died  at  Tioga,  Pa., 
while  on  a  visit  to  her  brother  Benjamin,  in  company  with  her 
husband  who  survived  her  three  years.  She  was  buried  there. 
Eater  her  remains  were  removed  to  Montour  Falls,  N.  Y.,  and 
laid  beside  her  husband  in  the  family  plot.  Ephraim  bereft,  made 
his  home  with  his  son,  Col.  Green  Bently  Bennett,  where  he  died 
suddenly  of  appoplexy,  October  26th,  1843.  He  is  vividly  recalled 
to  memory  by  the  writer  at  three  years  old. 

He  was  but  fourteen  years  of  age  at  breaking  out  of  the  war  of 
Independence;  married  at  eighteen.  It  is  not  known  certainly, 
but  probably  his  military  service  was  rendered  after  his  marriage. 
As  has  been  seen  he  was  Seargent  under  Col.  John  Hathorne  and 
Captain  David  McCamly.  Some  ten  years  previous  to  his  deair 
he  applied  for  and  received  a  pension,  as  is  sufficiently  establishe'i 
by  the  following  document  : 
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Dcpartmnil  oj  the  /nterior—Hutcaii  o/  PnnioHi. 
Washington  D.  C,  May  !••    >^ 

I,.  W.  r..,  liKiuiry  23120. 

Sir :  —  In   response  to  your    recent   comnnr 
ailviscil  that  liphraini   litrnnett  made  application 
March  7th,  x'^y-,,  at  which  time  he  was  seventy  yeai 
resiilin^'  in  Tiof'a  county.  N.  V..  aiKl  his  pension  \va-> 
one  year  and  seven  niontlis  actual  service  as  a  private  in  the  New 
York  troojis.  Revohitionary  war.      He  cnhsted  in  Orange  county. 
\.  \'.,  anil  served  under  Captain  McCanihly  and  Col.  Hathornc. 
There  is  no  other  ICphraiin  Hennett  found  \\\Mm  the  Revolutionary 
war  pension  or  bounty-land  records  on  file  in  this  Bureau. 
\'ery  Respectfully. 

H.  Cl..\v  I'AANS.  Connnisiiouer. 

Mk.  Stiu'IIHN  B.  BiCNNirrT.  I'ittsion.  I'n. 

The  battle,  or  rather  slaughter,  of  Minisink  took  place  July 
2j,  1779.  beginning  middle  of  the  forenoon,  lasting  until  nightfall 
giving  the  few  Continentals  left  an  opjK>rtunity  of  escajjc.  Col. 
Durston  had  called  out  the  local  militia  ;  later  was  reinforced  by 
Col.  Hathorne,  his  senior  in  command. 

They  followed  the  Indians  to  near  the  mouth  of  the  !.• 
wa.xen  ;  were  ambu.shed  by  the  wily  Brant.     It  is  said  th  1' 
battle  made  thirty  widows  in  the  town  of  Goshen  alone.      In 
the  bones  of  the  slain,  which  had  lain  bleaching  upon  the  ' 
hills  for  more  than  forty  years,  were  gathered  andento. 
a  suitable  monument,  which  dedicated,  now  stands  ai 
mark  the  event.     Lossing  says,  "General  Hathorne.  l>eing  tu    ".  \ 
years  old,  made  a  short  but  feeling  address."      I'lxjn  the  tai       •! 
the  stone  is  the  name  of  Benjamin   liennett.  with  forty  other*-    all 
apparently  of  Yankee  lineage.     This  Bennett's  name  apjwars  on 
the    roster   of  Captain   HadlcKk.    under   Col.    Yates;  also.    Yan 
Rensalaer. 

\Ya.shing ton's  headquarters  were  located  within  Orange  county 
parts  of   17S0,  \Si,  'Sj  and  most  of  178.^.  in  whi  '  '     Con 

tinental  army  was  ilisbanded.  its  menil>ers  retui  .:c  to 

their  wasted  homes  and  scattered  families.  Th- 
been  at  times  the  chief  cantonment  of  the  Ani< 
conspicuous  point  in  the  history  of  the  war.     It  ii  indeed  a  ;;;^h 
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honor  to  know  that  our  ancestors  aided  Washington  in  his  great 
work  even  in  an  humble  way  ;  that  perhaps  they  knew  him  per- 
sonally, that  at  least  he  was  to  them  a  well-known  and  command- 
ing figure. 

Ephraim  (5)  removed  from  Wellsburg  about  1S05.  Green 
Bently  being  born  there  in  1797.  has  told  the  writer  that  to  see 
Lebbens  Hammond,  who  escaped  from  Queen  Esther  at  Bloody 
Rock,  at  his  father's  house  was  a  frequent  occurrence. 

Research  in  the  old  Tioga  county  records  shows  a  deed  made 
1802,  by  Charles  Wilkes  and  Lewis  Simond,  by  their  attorney, 
Robert  C.  Johnson,  of  New  York  city,  to  Ephraim  Bennett,  of 
Catharinestown,  Tioga  county,  X.  Y..  conveying  eighty- one  and 
one-half  acres  of  land  in  southwest  quarter  of  township  Xo.  3, 
situate  on  the  road  leading  from  the  Seneca  Lake  to  Xewtown  or 
Elmira.  This  was  unquestionably  the  Millport  property  where 
he  built  a  saw  mill.  Here  his  family  grew  up,  were  married, 
going  out  to  homes  of  their  own,  but  frequently  returning  to  the 
paternal  roof.  My  father  has  often  pictured  the  scene  about  the 
great  open  fire-place  of  a  winter  night,  when  the  old  men  alter- 
nately awed  and  thrilled  the  young  people  by  tales  of  the  times 
that  "tried  men's  souls."  At  their  social  entertainments  dancing 
began  mid-afternoon  and  continued  until  the  following  morning, 
when  tired  but  happy,  young  and  old  wended  homeward,  some 
on  sleds  drawn  by  oxen,  the  better  circumstanced  upon  horseback 
with  their  ladies  snugly  bestowed  behind  them  on  a  "pillion"  (a 
stuffed  blanket)  attached  to  the  saddle.  They  could  dance — when 
nearly  sixty  years  old.  Col.  Green  could  cut  the  pigeon  wing 
with  skill  and  lightly  as  a  boy.  While  not  an  engineer,  Ephraim 
(5)  was  out  much  with  surveyors  who  established  land  lines  for 
the  great  proprietors  who  had  obtained  large  tracts  by  patents 
from  the  government.  When  so  engaged,  where  the  city  of 
Corning  now^  is,  he  was  offered  as  much  land  on  the  opposite  flats 
above  Gibson  as  he  wanted  for  two  cows.  He  used  to  tell  this 
story  with  a  smile,  and  explain  that  the  cows  were  esteemed  o^ 
more  value  than  all  the  flat  land  there,  covered  as  it  was  with 
stunted  pines  and  subject  to  yearly  overflow. 

From  Millport  he  removed  to  the  town  of  Dix,  where  he  owned 
and  occupied  a  farm  adjoining  his  son's  which,  in  later  years,  we 
called  the  "lower  place."  There  was  included  a  grist  mill  upon 
Bower's  creek,  passing  through  the  farm.     The  mill  was  abaq- 
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(loiied  loiij;  simr,  like  iiuuiy  works  of  men's  liatuls.  having 
outlived  its  useliiliiess.  The  little  stream  which  tiirne<l  its  ^ivu\ 
wheel  bein^  tlie  work  of  the  Creator  still  enriches  the  lan<iM.ijM-. 
and  its  falls.  "Montour."  rurnishes  one  of  the  attrnctiuns  uf  ihc 
lake  country.      His  children  were  : 

Samuel,  born  Nov.  27,  17S1  ;    marri<;(l  Sally  \'an  ('.   • 
Thomas  Strait,  born  Anj;.  2.  17SV  'y  ^  <-»f^^^-c^-U. 
vSusannah.  born  Sej)t.   11,  17S5  ;  marriccf  David  Coryell 
Pegj^y,  born  Dec.   i,s.   1  7H7  ;  married  (i)  Brant  Catlin. 

'2  '  Charles  Curtis. 
Ivli/abeth,  born  Xov,  4.   i~Stf  ;  married  Thomas  Mills. 
Polly,  born  Dec.   15,   171^1  ;   died  1794. 
Abner  Knox,  born  Jan.   11.  i7«;;?  ;  married  Sarah  I,atlin. 
Sally,  born  Xov.  27,  1795;  married  William  McClure. 
Gkkkn  Hknti.v  '(^\  born  Nov.  30.  1797  ; 

married  '  i '  Cvnthia  McCIure. 
n)arried  '2'  Anna  Heers  Tyler. 
Milly,  born  l-el).  2S,  iSoi  ;  married  James  Parks. 
Harry,  born  vSept.  7,  1S02  ;  married  Mary  McClure. 
Brant,  born  Aug.  2.S.  1805  ;  died  April  20.  1.S07. 
Charles  M.,  born  May  11,  1807  ;  married  Ix)uisa  Canfield. 
S.\ml'p:l  the  oldest,  borti  at  Ooshen,  married  Sally  Van  Oordcr. 
whose  father  was  said  to  have  been  <  f  the   New  Jersey  line.      He 
was  a  farmer  living  east  of   Havara  and  was  the  kindest  and  best 
of  men  ;  one  of  the  writers  real  boyhood  pleasures  was  to  visit 
Uncle  Sam.      He  had  a  large  family  of  daughters,  all  having  Inren 
married  there  is  many  descendents.  but  unfortunately  the  name  is 
not  continued  in  his  branch.      He  enlisted  near  the  close  of  the 
war  of  1S12  as  a  musician.      His  children  were  : 
Ruby,  died  in  infancy. 
Cynthia,  died  in  infancy. 
Hannah,  married  John  Morgan. 
Maria,  married  John  Morgan. 
Sally,  married  William  Sharp. 
Ruby  (2),  married  Jickson  T.  lirown. 
Polly,  married  Klvin  K.  Mandeville. 
Rebecca,  married  Manly  Palmer. 
vSu.'^annah.  married  Charles  Paige. 
Margaret,  married  John  I.  Coe  (i  ,. 
H.  Greggs  '2'. 
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Thomas  vStrait,  wife  not  known  ;  they  bad  a  son  named 
Ephraim.  But  little  is  known  of  them.  I  find,  however,  in  an 
old  diary  (we  all  kept  them)  under  date  of  Wednesday,  April  4th, 
i860,  "Upon  returning  home  found  there  a  Mr.  Dodge  and 
Ephraim  Beiinctt  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  with  Uncle  Sam."  Per- 
haps some  other  can  supply  the  information.  Susannah  had  sons 
— Abraham,  George,  Guy  and  probably  other  children.  I  believe 
some  descendants  are  in  Williamsport,  Pa. 

Peggy,  married  Brant  Catlin,  a  son  of  Judge  Catlin,  living 
nearby,  a  family  of  good  extraction  and  well-to-do.  A  very  few 
of  the  name  are  left.  She  married,  second,  Charles  Curtis  ;  one 
son  remains,  Oscar  Curtis  of  Montour  Falls.  Brant  the  elder 
being  deceased  in  1S60. 

Elizabeth,  married  Thomas  Mills,  a  son  of  George  Mills  who 
kept  a  tavern  at  Catharinestown,  having  removed  from  the  "blue 
Juniata."  Grandchildren  remain — the  Parsons,  Buckleys,  Man- 
nings, Nobles,  McDonalds  and  a  son  residing  near  San  Francisco, 
California. 

Abner  Knox,  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  served  in  the  war  of  1S12, 
and  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Black  Rock,  later  removing  to 
Liverpool,  Ohio.  His  sons  early  engaged  in  the  thriving  pottery 
industry  in  that  locality.  His  descendants  are  in  that  section,  one 
of  them  at  Pittsburg,  being  the  person  of  inquiring  mind  who 
prompted  this  research.  He  married  Sarah  Delia  Eattin,  in  Che- 
mung county,  N.  Y.,  August  27th,  1820.  He  died  December  2d, 
1S65  ;  she  January  29th.  1873.      Their  descendants  were  : 

Louise  Maria,  born  1S24. 

Samuel,  born  1826. 

John  Morgan,  born  182S. 

Thomas  Mills,  born  iSjr. 

George  Letcher,  born  1835. 
The  only  family  of  descendants  reported  is  Thomas  Mills,  who 
married  Emma  Alice  Staley,  December  25th,  1851.      Residing  at 
East  Liverpool,  Ohio,  a  retired  merchant. 
They  had  : 

Bertha  Louise,  married  William  Dunn. 

Lafayette  Wilkinson. 

Thomas  Mills,  jr. 

Emma  Ursula,  married  F.  A.  Knowles. 
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riysscs  Ciraiit,  iiiariitti  Cliiisiiiia  A    CiGrand. 

Hlmcr  Kclsey,  inarrit-d  I  iicy  Ivmnicrt. 

Lydiaii  C.  IIasiiiij;s. 

vSaimicl  I'.llswortli,  iiiariit-ii  MoiscUc  Tanby  Johnson. 

Hannah  Ivlizahcth,  mariii-<l  W,  Iv    Hutchinson. 

S.M.i.v,  married  William  McCliuf  ( )in.-  son.  Triah;  a  clanRhtcr. 
Mrs.  Lc-\i  Lcon.inl. 

Mii.i.v  with  her  hu.shand  and  family  went  lo  Ohio,  hnt  return- 
ing; ivcd  at  Millport.  X.  V.  She  passed  away  at  the  honsc  of  her 
son-in-law,  Hon.  C.  M.  lieard.     Their  children  : 

Ivniily,  married  (leorj^e  Ide. 

Benajah,  married  Lorinda  Denson. 

Amanda,  niarried  David  Cramer. 

Charles,  married  lvli7.al)eth  Thonjpson. 

h-li/aheth,  married  Josiah   Hotsford. 

C\iilhia,  married  Cieorge  M.  Beard,  M.  I> 

II.\KKV,  about  1S40,  removed  to  Indiana  where  his  > 
now  are.     Charles  M.,  in    1S4.S  went  to  Oowego,  III 
his  large  family  to  Springfield,  Mo.      Major  r.,yn>an  <  . 
a  veteran  of  the  civil  war,   remains  there  and  if,  as 
each  family  take  nji  this  work  when  I  lay  it  down,  the  Majur  will 
take  ample  care  of  his  part.     Charles  M.  passed  away  at  the  house 
of  John  McClure   liennett  while  on  a  visit  to  his  old  home  in  the 
cast.     Their  children  : 

Lyman  O..V)orn  Aug.  i,  iS.v  :  married   Melissa  K.  Lyons. 

Guy  Coryell,  resides  Phcenix  Arizona. 

Charles  M.,  born  July  31.  1.S47  ;  married  Sarah  A.  Smith. 
1881  ;  is  County  Judge  at  Springfield.  Mo. 

Frank  is  at  Springfield  also,  engaged  in  merchandisinR. 
Major  Lyman  G.  Bennett  was  the  first  man  lo  enlist  for  the  war 
of  the  rebellion  in  Kendall  county.  III.;  private  in  ;,^:h  regiment. 
In  1S63  helped  to  recruit  the  fourth  Arkansas  Cavrdry  ;  was  com- 
missioned Adjutant  and  later  Major  ;  was  niustcrc<i  out  ni  i.^''^  : 
was  afterwards  employed  in  the  far  west  as  a  governtncir 

Grkkxk  Bknti.ev.  Ixjrn  at    Wellsburg.    N.    V..   n. 
Cynthia  McClure.     She  was  a  daughter  of  John  of  Thomas,  oj 
the  migration  :  a  Wyoming  settler  whose  two  older  sons  crosses! 
at  Mill  Creek  on  the  morning  of  the  massacre  and  returned  not, 
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being  presumably  slain.  Thomas,  in  1790,  built  and  kept  a 
tavern  at  Tioga  Point.  John  later  bought  the  identical  locality  a 
Havana  which  was  the  site  of  Queen  Catharine  Montour's  village. 
The  writer  remembers  the  original  log  house  and  the  great  apple 
trees  which  had  sprung  up  from  the  stumps  made  by  Sullivan's 
army.  John's  wife  was  Sarah  Crosby,  of  Fishkill.  His  father 
came  to  Catharinestown  with  ox-teams. 

Thomas  of  John  of  Thomas  occupied  the  homestead  upon 
which  is  the  famous  McClure's  Glen,  a  rival  to  that  of  Watkin's, 
some  say  far  more  attractive.  Two  sons  of  Ephraim  (5)  married 
McClures  and  a  daughter  married  William  of  that  name.  It  is 
said  that  Marquis  De  la  Fayette  was  entertained  when  in  this 
conntry  by  both  Thomas  McCIure  and  George  Mills. 

In  1825  Greene  bought  the  farm  in  Dix,  upon  which  he  passed 
his  life,  finding  there  a  log  house  which  he  occupied  ;  afterward 
constructing  the  house  notv  occupied  by  Charles  Mitchell  Bennett. 
Three  years  later  he  built  a  saw  mill,  the  lumber  from  which  was 
drawn  to  the  head  of  Seneca  Lake,  four  miles  away.  About  1840 
he  built  a  flouring  mill  on  Post  creek,  which  is  still  in  operation. 
At  this  time  he  was  fairly  wealthy  for  those  days,  but  judging 
other's  honesty  by  his  own  he  was  induced  to  endorse  the  paper 
of  one  Nash,  to  whom  the  Col.  had  been  a  benefactor.  Nash 
defaulted  and  then  began  harassing  vexations  and  expensive 
litigations  with  the  usual  result,  the  backer  paid.  There  was  a 
long  and  trying  struggle  but  when  the  endorser  passed  away  he 
literally  fulfilled  the  Scripture  injunction,  "owe  no  man  any- 
thing" and  left  no  debt  UL.settled,  just  or  unjust. 

Becoming  a  widower  in  1839,  he  married,  at  Danby,  N.  Y., 
Anna  Beers  Tyler,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  Stephen  Beers 
Bennett.  He  was  supervisor  of  the  town  of  Dix  in  first  board  of 
Chemung  county  in  1836.  He  was  first  postmaster  of  the  office 
at  Moreland,  N.  Y.,  and  continued  for  many  years.  The  writer 
well  remembers  the  tedious  processes  when  every  letter  must  have 
an  accompanying  way-bill,  both  being  wrapped  in  a  cover  which 
was  a  work  of  art  almost  and  required  practice  and  skill.  At 
this  time  railroads  were  few  and  coaching  the  fashion  for  people 
in  the  southern  part  of  New  York  and  northern  Pennsylvania. 
Seneca  Lake  with  its  steamers  was  the  route  chosen  eastward  via. 
Albany,  and  west  via.  Buffalo.  A  daily  line  of  stages  to  Watkin's 
ran  between  that  town  and  Elmira  and  also  Corning.     Soon  after 
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ten  A.  M.  tlic  Corning  mail  arrivt-d  rcturiiiijj^  at  two  p.  M.  in  an 
()l(l-.st\  Ic  spiinjilcss  l)ut  rocking;  coach  ;  the  front  "l)00t"  for  small 
l)ackages,  the  hack  one  for  haj^f^a^jc  and  drawn  |jy  four  spniikiiiK 
horses.  Tlic  writer  has  often  seen  four  asid  five  in  a  train  and 
travel  was  \er>-  li^ht  when  hut  one  was  re<|uired.  (fTecn  H.  was 
superintendent  oi  the  Cheintnin  Canal  System.  1S461H4.S,  and 
a^ain,  1S511S5?,  during  which  time  the  canals  did  n  lar^c  busi- 
ness. In  iN.vS.  he  was  a  nieniher  of  New  York  Stale  Assembly, 
onlli\ini;  all  but  three  of  his  colleagues.  Hon.  Thurlow  Wccfl. 
D.miel  S.  Dickinson  and  another.  The  ridin>j  cloak,  which  was 
part  of  his  outfit,  is  now  in  ])os.session  of  his  j^rantlsoij.  Lieut. 
Bennett.  He  was  Colonel  of  militia  prior  to  1.S40.  and  frcfjuenlly 
said  he  greatly  desired  to  ^;o  out  in  1.S12.  hut  was  refu>e<l 
because  of  his  youth.  I)urinj.j  the  j)oIitical  excitement  caused 
by  the  alleged  drowning  of  Morgan,  who  was  said  to  have  iK'lraycd 
the  secrets  of  Freemasonry,  by  which  the  Hon.  William  H.  Seward 
came  into  national  repute,  the  Colonel  was  a  "Ma.sons'  Jack." 
that  is.  one  not  a  Ma.son.  but  who  had  faith  in  the  good  character 
of  the  fraternity.  Later,  he  was  a  DenKxrat  of  the  l>esl  schooL 
and  was  certain  that  an  honest  Democrat's  "tlie  noblest  work  ol 
God,  "  and  not  scarce  either.  He  knew  but  little  al)OUt  dirty 
politics,  which  he  abhorred.  He  had  much  influence  in  the  affairs 
of  Cheuuing  county,  and  in  fact  southern  New  York,  prior  to 
the  war.  and  his  advice  was  always  sought  in  party  councils. 
The  things  that  came  to  him  were  unsought  as  he  preferred  to 
help  others  rather  than  himself.  He  had  a  large  share  of  natural 
ai)ility.  and  if  his  .star  had  risen  under  later  and  brighter  skies. 
he  would  have  succeeded  in  professional  life. 

His  issue.      vSevenlh  generation: 

Thomas  Strait,  born  1S22:  married  Mary  Brown. 
John  McClure,  born  1S24  :  married  (i)    Klizalxjth  Tyler. 

(  2)  Clymcua  Shutts. 
Charles  Mitchell,  born  1X26  ;  married  Meli.ssa  Cole. 
I^phraim.  born  182S  ;  died  1S53. 
George  Coryell,  born  iS^^o;  died  1S48. 
Kmily  Peck,  born  iS^.^  ;  marrie<l  Willard  Mors-, 

Issue  by  Anna  Beers  Tyler: 

Stephen  Beers,  born  1840:  married  Sarah  C.  Shutts. 
About    'S^o,    Thomas   Strait    with    his    family    removed    to 
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Oswego,  111.      But  two  sons  remain  of  his  family,  who  now  reside 
in  that  state. 

Elizabeth  Tyler,  wife  of  John  McClure,  died  in  1848.  In  1853 
he  married  Clyruena  Shutts.  They  made  a  home  just  north  of 
the  original  homestead.  Three  sons  came  to  them:  Ephriam,  a 
graduate  of  Union  College,  married  Emma  Bennett,  grand- 
daughter of  Charles  M.  (6),  and,  also  of  ex-Governor  Drew, 
of  Arkansas;  Ephriam  is  a  banker  at.  Phoenix,  Arizona,  a 
prominent  Mason,  being  Past  Grand  Commander  of  Knights 
Templar  in  that  jurisdiction.  His  father  is  also  a  Knight 
Templar  and  a  member  of  St.  Omer  Commandery,  Elmira,  N.  Y. 
Berton  Green,  liberally  educated,  married  Kathro  Belle  Udell  ; 
residence,  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  General  Eastern  Agent 
of  the  Northwestern  Mutual  Insurance  Co. ,  a  position  of  trust 
and  profit.     Thus  far  no  children  have  come  to  any  of  them. 

Charles  M.  keeps  the  old  home,  living  in  the  house  built  seventy 
years  ago. 

Ephriam,  who  died  of  consumption,  received  a  liberal  education, 
and,  at  date  of  failure  of  health,  was  reading  for  the  bar  with 
Edward  Ouinn  and  Frank  Keman,  later  Senator  of  that  name. 
He  was  a  young  man  of  very  great  promise. 

George  is  remembered  only  as  a  fine  fellow  who  succeeded  in 
keeping  the  small  boy  busy. 

Emily  married  Mr.  Willard  Morse  and  resides  at  Millport,  N, 
Y.     For  many  years  she  made  the  home  of  Col.  Green  attractive. 

Stephen  Beers,  born  1840,  passed  his  youth  upon  the  farm.  In 
1 86 1,  he  enhsted  in  the  48th  Regiment,  N.  Y.  Volunteers,  Colonel 
James  Perry,  which  command  was  with  General  Thomas  W. 
Sherman's  successful  expedition  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C.  Eater,  was 
in  Norfolk,  Va. ,  as  a  member  of  Norfolk  Brigade  Band.  Upon 
being  mustered  out,  in  1865,  he  obtained  employment  with  the 
Fall  Brook  Coal  Co.,  at  Corning,  N.  Y.  In  March,  1872,  he 
removed  to  Pittston,  Pa.,  taking  charge  of  the  mining  operations 
of  the  Butler  Colliery  Co.,  and  is  now  engaged  in  anthracite  coal 
mining.  After  Grover  Cleveland's  inauguration,  he  was  appointed 
postmaster  of  the  city,  during  which  term  he  was  instrumental  in 
establishing  the  free  delivery  system  in  its  local  postal  service. 
In  February,  1894,  ^^  was  elected  Burgess  of  West  Pittston  for 
a  terra  of  three  years,  although  opposed  in  politics  to  a  /arg-c 
majority  of  his  constituents.     The  verdict,   upon  his  retirement, 
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was  like  lliat  n.-iul(.Tt.(l  upnii  his  rmishin^  his  term  as  {XMt master, 
"thi-  best  \\c  tvcr  lia<l.  "  Ilr  was  a  delegate  to  the  Dcmooratir 
Sound  Money  Convciilion  at  InvlianaiM)lis  whicli  nominatc<l 
I'aluKi  and  Huckncr.  lie  cousidcu-tl  it  a  very  hi^h  hcinor  to 
meet  and  act  witli  so  n>an\  distinguished  Democrats,  who.  while 
not  expectin};  to  elect  any  ticket  i)laced  in  noniimtion,  were 
tliere  to  ])iit  the  seal  of  condemnation  upon  "Uryanism."  He  is 
I'ast  Ivminent  Commander  of  Wyoming  Valley  Ccmmandery.  K. 
T.  ;  a  member  of  Xuj;ent  Post,  {).  A.  K.  ;  an  o:i>jinal  trustee  of 
the  rittston  Hospital  Association  ;  one  of  the  executive  committee 
of  the  Twin  vShaft  Relief  l^'und  ;  a  niemlK-r  of  the  New  HuKiand 
Societx  ,  which  meets  annually  in  Scranton  ;  of  the  Wyoming 
X'alley  Historical  Society,  and  Wyoming  Monument  Association. 

A  daughter,  Ainia  ICli/abtih,  born  Corning.  N,  Y.,  August  5, 
I  SOS,  married  Charles  S.  Morrow,  of  Towanda,  younger  son  of 
President  Judge  Paul  I).  Morrow.  They  removed  to  Dnliith. 
where  he  died  of  appendicitis  December,  1S93.  leaving  a  daughter. 
Henrietta  Ik-nnett  Morrow,  born  Duluth,  June  6.  1H91. 

A  son,  Frederick  Charles,  born  West  Pittston.  Deceml>er  31, 
1S76,  educated  at  West  Pittston  Higli  School,  and  graduated  from 
Military  School.  Manlius,  X.  Y.,  after  a  three  year's  coui^ie. 
secontl  in  class  in  military  tactics,  which  secured  his  registration 
in  the  War  Departmcnl.  Washington,  D.  C,  an<l  the  Adjutant 
General's  oftice.  Harrisburg,  Pa.  He  was  commi.ssioned  First 
Lieutenant  of  Co.  C,  Ninth  Regiment.  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
Colonel  Charles  H.  Dougherty  conunanding.  at  Mt.  Gretna. 
.\pril,  1S99,  for  the  Spanish  War,  by  his  Fxcelleiicy.  (Governor 
Daniel  H.  Hastings,  upon  recommendation  of  Hon.  Thomas 
J.  Stewart,  Adjutant  General  of  Pennsvlvania  ;  was  mustered 
out  of  United  States  .service  October  29.  1.S9S,  retaining  commis- 
sion in  National  Guard  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  At  <late 
of  muster  out,  he  was  practically  responsible  for  the  proper 
preparation  of  the  intricate  papers  required,  his  immediate  sU]>erior. 
Captain  Gage,  being  totally  disabled  by  fever  contracted  at 
that  soldiers'  earthly  hell,  Chickamauga.  He  is  a  meml>er  of 
the  Wyoming  Monument  Association — the  New  Fngland  S 
of  Northeastern  Pennsylvania,  a  Companion  of  the  Mi.,, 
( )rder  of  Foreign  Wars,  aiid  of  the  Military  Service  Institution. 

It  is  deemed  unfortunate  that  is  not  possible  to  identify  and 
follow    out    the    female   line,  and  but  few  facts  exist  a,s  to  this 
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very  important  family  adjunct.  I  know  only  of  one,  a  Mrs. 
Ruby  Bennett,  long  a  resident  of  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Burt,  being  a  neice  to  Ephriam,  sr. 

Edward,  English. 

Samuel,  English  and  Colonial. 

Samuel,  Colonial. 

Samuel,  Colonial, 

Ephraim,  Colonial  and  Federal. 

Ephraim,  Colonial  and  Federal. 

Green  Bently,  Federal. 

Stephen  Beers. 

Frederick  Charles. 

Henrietta  Bennett  Morrow. 

Covering    two  hundred  and  sixty-five  years  of  our  country's 
history  to  the  close  of  the  century. 


Roster  of  the  Bennetts  in  New  York  troops.  Revolutionary  war: 


name. 

RANK 

COLONEL 

captain. 

Benjamin 

Private 

Van  Rensalaer 

David 

Private 

' '            " 

DeGarmo. 

Ephraim 

Sergeant 

"            " 

Fraist. 

Ephraim 

Private 

"            " 

Sharp. 

Ezra 

' ' 

"            " 

Turner. 

Jesse 

"            " 

Turner. 

Robert 

"            " 

DeGarmo. 

Bildad 

" 

Van  Veghten 

Wood  worth. 

Richard 

"            " 

Van  Woert. 

Richard 

" 

"           " 

Winne. 

Richard 

" 

" 

Wood  worth. 

John 

" 

Van  Woert 

Brown. 

Abraham 

" 

Wessenfels 

Hardenburg. 

John 

Wessenfels 

Thompson. 

Jo.seph 

Corporal 

Brinckerhoff 

Brinckerhoff. 

Joseph 

Private 

Malcolm 

Dele  van. 

Amos 

Lieutenant 

Fisher 

McMasters. 

Amos 

Lieutenant 

Fisher 

Yeomans. 

Benjamin 

Private 

Graham 

Sherwood. 

Increase 

Private 

Field 

Heacock. 

Lsaiah 

Sergeant 

^  Liiddington 

Kidd. 

I  in:  i;i:\\K'rrs. 


Jeremiah 

Corporal 

Dubois 

Cianci 

Mitrlull 

I'l  i\  atf 

W.sVwii 

WtSlf.lII. 

Oliver 

Willctt 

I.i\  inj^sion 

( )liv<.T 

Willett 

Cillet. 

I'.plHaiiu 

Wisiier 

Halv. 

JaiiiL-.s 

Wisner 

Halv. 

HL'iiJamiii 

\atis 

Ha.'ll.Hk 

.  I'rancis 

•• 

Hrown. 

luhn 

Hadlock. 

j"lni 

" 

Vales. 

Nathan 

Corporal 

Brown. 

Robert 

Trivale 

" 

Yates. 

Robinson 

•' 

" 

Iladlock. 

Robinson 

" 

" 

Hrown. 

Richard 

'• 

Vales. 

I'J'IIK  AIM 

Si^ri^eant 

Hathorn 

McCamly. 

]".1'IIK.\I.M 

I'rivale 

J  A  M  i:s 

" 

'• 

Jeremiah 

" 

Minthorn. 

TnAi)i)i:rs 

•• 

" 

McCamly. 

Thomas 

" 

" 

" 

Abraham        i 

' ' 

" 

■• 

Hennett.  Rertnr  of  ("iracf  CInirrh. 
3)  marrifd  Marv  .Stafford.     .Since  >.;. 


NoTi;.— Rev.  (ieorire  S 
says  that  SanuK-l  Fiennvtt 

1  liavf  vcrilk-d  this  statinu-nt  and  find  thr  wt-ddinn  of  July 
was  calltHl  "Mary  Stafford,  flauijlittr  of  Amos.''     Kj)hraim  \f, 
a  Mary  Stafford,      lliv   Baldwin  det-d  in  part  establishes  tiiis 
married  in   1716;   I'.phraim  16)   was  horn    in   1762.  or  foriv-'.i 
.Assume  Kpiiraiin,  sr's  birth  year  to  have  l)een   17        ' 
about  tliirty-one  years  of  a.y;e  when  taken  prisoner,  i 
previous  to  the  birth  of  I-:|ihr;iin>.  jr.     'I"he  double  n 
family  is  additional  confirmation  oi  the  hy|M>thesiv 

The  al>ove  named  i;enti«-man,  wrilini;  under  d.i; 
says:  "I  liave  been  to  Warwick.  ( )ran;;e  county,  •■ 
raim  Hennett  joined  the  Baptist  church  there  in  17' 
removeil  in  17.SS."  .So  that  his  slay  was  very  brief  ' 
Fb)wever,  tradition  says  the  residence  here  was  for 
I'tii-  of  the  name  may  have  removed  later  frf)m  Warwn  k. 

B.  V.  Beimett,  J-^sq  ,  an  attornev  in  (ireenup,   K«-nluck 
missin.i;  I'.phraim  of  Thomas  Straft  161       It.     '.i-  -!•  :       ■n 
and  my  lialf  brother.      He   came  to  S 
beini:;  then  live  years  old,  where  he  ■ 

removed  to  Kans.is  with  three  of  his  1  h; 

has  been  dead  several  years.     His  sons,  I.Ik  1 

Ruby,    (married   name  not  knownKare   in    1 

Ohio,  Thomas  Strait,  deceased,  named  aftei 

about  sixty  years  old.     F.lizabeth,  widow  wi; 

Her  address  is  I-'irebrick.  Lewis  Co..  Ky.    >. 

kins,  address,  California.  Pike  Co..  Ohio.     Su'-.ui  tn.ti;,'  ■;  .-^iiii^c-.  '-  iv.v   n 

Sciota  Co.  Ohio.     Tliis  verifies  the  entr)-  in  niy  diar>'  mentioned  on  |T«gc  14. 


^•r  5.    i«9<,. 

i  fin,!  I-pJi 


states  as  t<»  lh<" 


THE  VALLEY  OF  WYOMING. 


Our  history  has  shown  an  intimate  connection  with  earlj'  events 
in  Wyoming;  therefore,  for  the  benefit  of  those  living  afar,  to  whom 
our  local  history  is  not  known,  I  have  thought  best  to  add  some 
additional  facts.  We  are  directly  west  of  Connecticut,  along  the 
fortj'-second  parallel  of  latitude,  and  distant  say  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles.  The  valley  begins  where  the  Susquehanna,  from  the 
northwest,  breaks  through  the  gorge  at  Campbell's  Ledge.  A 
rocky  barrier  once  existed  there,  at  which  time  the  river  came 
down  upon  a  much  higher  level  and  over  a  great  fall,  the  water 
seeking  rest  in  a  depression  caused  by  the  uncut  barrier  at 
Nanticoke.  Everywhere  we  find  evidence  of  long  submerg- 
ence and  that  it  was  the  bottom  of  an  ancient  lake  of  considerable 
dimensions.  It  lies  on  both  sides  of  the  river  and  is  from  three 
to  six  miles  wide.  Every  portion  of  it  is  underlaid  by  veins  of 
anthracite  coal,  some  at  great  depth.  Its  industries  are  served  by 
many  railroads  :  The  Pennsylvania,  Eackawanna,  Lehigh  Valley, 
Erie,  New  York,  Susquehanna  and  Western,  Delaware  and  Hud- 
son, and  Central  Railroad  of  New^  Jersey.  It  is  gridironed  by 
systems  of  electric  roads  over  which  one  may  travel  from  the 
lower  end  of  the  valley  to  Carbondale,  on  the  Lackawanna  river, 
a  distance  of  forty- five  miles. 

Before  the  advent  of  railroads,  two  of  the  State's  expensive  system 
of  canals  transported  its  products,  but  now  they  would  be  absurdly 
inadequate.  The  existence  of  coal  was  known  to  the  early  settlers 
but  no  practical  use  was  made  of  it  until  about  the  time  of  the 
Revolution,  when  some  arkloads  were  sent  down  and  distributed 
along  the  river.  As  to  whom  belongs  the  credit  of  being  the 
first  successful  user  of  it,  has  long  been  a  subject  of  controversy, 
but  it  is  believed  it  was  first  substituted  for  wood,  in  an  open 
grate,  in  the  old  tavern  at  Wilkes-Barre.  We  have  a  large  popu- 
lation and  two  cities,  Wilkes-Barre  and  Pittston  ;  also,  the  large 
and  thriving  boroughs  of  Nanticoke,  Alden,  Ashley,  Parsons, 
Plymouth,  Kingston,  Wyoming,  West  Pittston,  and  many  others 
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of  less  iiiii)()it;mci.-,  so  tljul  it  is  jjractically  continuoiisly  built  up. 
The  Lackawanna  ki\er  empties  just  above  Tittston.  linviiiK  ri"»cn 
south  of  the  water  shed  aloti^  tnc  New  York  hue,  coming;  over 
the  upper  end  of  the  \\'\omiii^  coal  field,  passing  throu)(h  the 
hustling  city  of  Scranton.  ten  miles  away,  with  its  vaiied  intcrestH. 
It  was  aiRituth  reached  only  by  pathways  lending;  from 
ICaston,  on  the  Delaware,  from  Orange  County,  from  Sunbury. 
(I''ort  Augusta)  and  from  the  north  by  the  Indian  trail  t»»  Cnth- 
ariiKstown  and  Fort  NiaRara,  along  which  the  Six  Nations  sent 
war  parties  soulli  to  the  far  borders  of  Virginia. 

Its  pristine  beauty  has  been  celebratetl  in  s<»ng  and  story.  ICarly 
in  the  century  the  poet  Campbell  wrote  : 

■<  >ii  Siis(|iii-|)iimi.i*s  sidr,  l.iir  WycHuinn; 

.\lllu)Uj;li  tin-  wilil  Mower  on  ihy  niim-d  wiill, 
.'\tul  inolk-ss  liornt-s  ;i  s;nl  rfnifmbrance  liriim 

(  H  what  thy  ^ciitU-  |K«>ple  did  iK-fall. 
Nil  thou  uert  oiui-tlu-  lovc-lii-st  land  of  all 

That  sfcs  tin-  .Atlantic's  wave  their  morn  rest«iri-." 

And  I- it/  C.reeii  Ilalleck  said  : 

■■'Ihoii  loiiust  ill  iK-auty  on  my  Ka/c  at  last 

On  Siis(nuliaiina's  si<ie.  fair  W'yomin;;, 
Imaije  of  a  drc.im  in  hours  l«»nj{  past, 

Wlien  life  was  in  its  bud  and  bloss<iminK." 

The  old  wits  failed  not  to  ridicule  some  of  its  inhabitants'  pre- 
tensions. Colonel  Dyer,  returning  to  New  Haven,  being  loud  in 
prai.se  of  its  fertility,  was  thus  lampooned  in  the  much  used 
Yankee  Doodle  meter  of  that  day  : 

"Canaan  of  old.  as  we  are  toltl. 

Its  skies  dill  rain  down  manna. 
Hut  heavenly  food's  not  half  s«i  k«mw1. 

As  Dyer  makes  .Sus<|Uehatuia. 

A  local  historian  'to  the  manner  l)orn,"  Charles  Miner,  says  of 
it  fifty  years  ago  :  "Its  character  of  extreme  richness  is  derived 
from  the  extensive  tlats  or  river  bottoms  which  extend  a  consider- 
able distance  from  the  stream,  un.surpas,sed  in  luxuriant  ferlil-.ly. 
Pure  streatus  of  water  come  leaping  from  the  hills,  imparling 
health  and  pleasure  in  their  course,  all  of  them  abounding  with 
delicious  trout.  The  quail  whistled  in  the  meadow  ;  the  pheasant 
ru.stled  in  its  leafy  covert  ;  the  wild  duck  reared  her  brood  and 
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bent  the  reed  in  every  inlet  ;  the  red  deer  fed  upon  the  hills,  while 
in  the  deep  forest,  within  a  few  hours'  walk,  was  found  the 
statel}'  elk  ;  the  streams  yielded  at  all  seasons  an  abundant  supply 
of  fish,  perch,  pike  and  bass,  and,  in  the  spring  season,  thousands 
ot  shad.  Such  were  the  common  scenes  when  white  people  first 
came  to  Wyoming,  which  seems  to  have  been  formed  by  nature 
a  perfect  Indian  paradise." 

The  name,  originally  IVaugh  IVam-a,  was  a  Delaware  word, 
and  signified  broad  plains.  Count  Zinzendorf,  an  Austro- Saxon 
nobleman,  came  from  Bethletiem,  in  1742,  as  a  Moravian  mission- 
ary to  the  Indians,  and  w^as  probably  the  first  white  man  here. 
The  Indians  received  him  kindly,  but  afterward  planned  to 
dispatch  him.  Watching  him  in  his  rude  tent  at  now  Plymouth, 
they  saw  a  huge  rattlesnake,  which  had  been  w^armed  by  his  fire, 
crawl  across  his  legs  and  disappear.  This  satisfied  them  that  the 
Count  was  under  divine  protection  and  he  was  thereafter  respected 
accordingly.  He  found  the  Shawnees  located  at  Plymouth,  and 
the  Delawares  below  Wilkes-Barre.  Neither  claimed  sovereignty, 
but  were  vassals  of  the  Iroquois  or  Six  Nations,  who  held  them 
under  surveillance.  Grants  of  land  by  royal  favor  usually  bounded 
by  degrees  of  latitude  and  extended  from  "sea  to  sea."  Hence 
arose  the  Connecticut  claim  to  Wyoming  lands,  which  had  been 
so  granted,  but  which  were  within  the  well  defined  limits  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania.  The  great  territory  was  called  Westmore- 
land. The  Susquehanna  Company  was  chartered  oyily  by  the 
Colony  and  was  assisted  indirectly.  Little  doubt  exists  that  the 
pioneers  intended  to  carve  out  a  new  state  in  Westmoreland.  In 
1762,  a  considerable  number  of  emigrants  came  on  and  began 
improvements,  returning  home  in  the  fall.  In  the  spring  of  1763, 
they  brought  their  families  and  whole  possessions.  On  the  15th 
of  October  they  were  set  upon  by  the  Indians  with  the  loss  of 
twenty  male  settlers.  The  others  abandoned  all  and  returned  to 
their  former  home.  The  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  sent  on  a 
force  which  "destroyed  the  corn"  left  by  the  fugitives.  Later, 
the  company  set  off  five  townships,  each  one  being  allotted  to 
'  'forty  substantial  citizens' '  who  were  to  '  'take  and  hold  posses- sion.' ' 
Among  the  first  forty,  who  built  Forty  Fort,  was  Thomas  Bennett. 
A  little  later  came  Rufus  and  others  and  Isaac  of  Preston.  Thomas 
McClure,  also  mentioned,  was  here  in  1769.  His  son  James  lived 
at  wilkes-Barre,  and  father  to  the  second  white  child  born   there. 
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He  was  one  of  tliL-  linfixui  Pitdus  of  July  y,  IB7H.    I^ariii 
intrusion,  (  Ioxtiikh    IVnii  sc-nl  a  force  to  c.>q)cl  the  Vaiil 


mint;  of  this 
ikec*.  who 

nsisltd.  Ikrc  i^  ilu-  oiij^in  of  tin.-  I'cimainitf  or  I'eiinymitc  war. 
Ca})taiu  huiktr,  \ankiL-.  was  with  t)tlK*rs.  takt-n  prisoner  hy  Cap- 
tain (  ),i;(l(.n,  IVnnaniite.  and  sent  to  I'liiladelphia.  Willi  him  were 
Draper,  (iore,  LiuldinKton  and  Thomas  Heniielt.  A  considcralilr 
casli  eompcnsation  was  voted  these  men  l»y  tlic  SuMpichannn 
Company.  In  1771),  all  liein>;  freea>jain.  we  find  Cjplnin  Durkce 
and  his  men  hesieginj^  the  fort  at  Mill  Creek,  where  Oijdcn  had 
left  a  garrison.  It  later  capitulated  with  the  lo««s  of  one  man 
killed  and  .several  injured.  The  Yankees  were  ahead.  In  Sep- 
tember, Captain  Ogden  came  on  and  captured  a  consideral)le  fltxrk 
of  settlers  and  lodged  them  in  Ivaston  jail.  Pennsylvania  wan 
ahead  and  the  Yankees  vacated.  ()g;<len,  leavinj;  a  Rarrivin. 
returned  to  Philadelphia.  On  the  iSth  of  I)ecem»KT.  I.araruA 
Stewart  (Yankee)  surprised  the  garrison  and  sent  them  southward. 
The  settlers  returned  and  the  .strife  was  kept  up  with  varying 
results  i!i  1771,  t)nl  with  marked  Yankee  success  in  177^.  they 
controlling  the  ItK-ality.  In  1775,  the  last  expedition  prior  to  ihe 
Revolutionary  War,  nmler  Colonel  Plunket.  was  repulse<l  by  ihe 
Yankees,  at  Nanticoke.  under  Colonel  Zehnlon  Butler.  Al  this 
time  the  relations  with  the  mother  country  were  so  strainc*!  that 
local  di.sagreements  were  held  in  abeyance.  Wyoming  furnished 
more  than  its  proportion  of  soldiers  for  the  Continental  army. 
therebv  uncovering  its  borders  and  tempting  Indian  attack.  Colonel 
Zebulon  Butler  was  in  Washington's  army,  had  returnc<i  in  time 
to  lead  the  Americans  at  Wyoming.  He  pa.ssed  away  in  Wilkes- 
Barre.  His  sons,  John  and  Lord  Butler,  oj^ened  and  named  the 
Butler  mine,  which  has  been  in  operation  since  iH.vs.  After  the 
close  of  the  Revolution,  the  local  strife  again  l)egan.  but  it  l>ecame 
largely  a  legal  struggle.  The  final  outcome  iK'ing  that  by  act  of 
Pennsylvania  Legi.slature,  the  individual  titles  of  the  New  England 
settlers  were  confirmed  :  yet  many  stoutly  refu.sed  to  accept. 
Colonel  Jenkins,  owner  of  the  site  of  Fort  Wintermoot.  in  his  old 
age  absolutely  refusing  to  have  any  commerce  with  the  State. 
His  heirs,  however  accepted  title. 

During  the  troubled  years,  several  forts  had  b^n  built      These 
were  ot  hewn  logs,  loopholed.  the  second  stor'  the 

first,  thus  enabling  defenders  to  .shoot,  stone.  -  '  -ng 

party.      They    were    surrounded    by    trees   of   coiKsideriblc    sire. 
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sharpened  at  the  top,  set  in  the  ground  closely  together,  and 
called  a  stockade.  Inside  this  enclosure  were  cabins,  occupied  in 
an  emergency.  All  were  located  near  water.  Fort  Durkee,  at 
South,  and  Fort  Wyoming  at  middle  Wilkes- Barre,  Fort  Ogden  at 
or  near  the  City  Hospital,  and  seven  miles  north  were  three  Pitts- 
ton  blockades.  On  the  west  side,  opposite  Fort  Ogden,  was  Forty 
Fort,  just  below  the  lower  end  of  Monccasy  Island.  Four  miles 
above,  near  a  never-failing  spring  of  water,  was  Fort  Winter- 
moot.  This  was  a  Tory  outfit,  and  to  it  the  victorious  savages, 
white  and  red,  retired  to  refresh  themselves  and  finish  their  day's 
butchery.  Still  above,  at  Pittston  Ferry,  was  Fort  Jenkins,  its 
site  now  about  to  be  suitably  marked  by  our  patriotic  ladies  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  The  battle  of  July  3d, 
1778,  in  many  striking  respects,  resembles  that  of  Minnisink.  The 
same  reckless  daring  ;  divided  councils  as  to  the  wisdom  of  attack  ; 
recriminations  hurled  at  the  more  cautious  ;  the  lamentable  result, 
a  frightful  slaughter,  which  might  have  been  avoided  by  waiting 
for  reinforcements,  then  approaching.  It  is  probable,  however, 
that  if  not  attacked,  the  settlers  feared  the  immediate  destruction 
of  their  homes,  consequently  the  hasty  action. 

We  shall,  further  on,  have  to  tell  of  incidents  personal  to  this 
work  only. 

Lossing.  in  1S4S,  came  here  and  saw  Mrs.  Myers,  at  that  time 
a  venerable  lady,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Bennett,  in  1778  a  young 
maiden  of  sixteen,  in  the  fort  on  July  3.  He  says  :  "I  passed 
an  interesting  hour  with  the  living  chronicle  of  Wyoming.  Her 
memory  was  clear  and  she  related  the  incidents  of  her  girlhood 
with  a  perspicuity  that  evinced  remarkable  mental  vigor.  After 
the  battle,  her  face  was  painted  and  a  white  fillet  bound  about  her 
head  to  protect  her.  She  and  her  mother  took  refuge  in  the  fort 
with  their  effects,  Thomas  and  Solomon  having  gone  to  the  Dela- 
ware during  the  night.  Their  house,  not  far  away,  stood  for  a 
week  but  was  eventually  burned.  Returning  after  they  left  the 
valley,  she  during  seventy  years,  witnes.sed  many  changes."  Her 
son  became  High  Sheriff  of  the  county.  A  son-in  law.  Rev.  Dr. 
Peck,  a  prominent  minister,  long  connected  with  the  Methodist 
Book  Concern.  Her  father,  being  an  aged  man,  did  not  march 
out.  Her  brother  Solomon,  not  retreating  with  the  others, 
later  made  his  way  cautiously  to  the  river,  swimming  to  Monocasy 
Island,  where  Mr.  Hollenback  divided  ^  shirt  and  pai.ts  between 
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llie  two  and  tln-y  iiia.k-  tlicii  wav  lo  Wilkes- Harre.  and  thcticv  to 
(loslifii.     The  year  fullowinj,',   Thomas  and  Sulunion  were  t;ij» 
turc'd  by  a  hand  of  six  Indians  and  hnrried  north,      At  the  h<-.id 
of  the    valley    tliey    found    Lehhcns  Hammond  strnrclv   lionivl 
All    hurrying   on,    they    camped    the    second    ni^:ht  at    Mcsh'.p 
pen.      Bennett,    sr. ,    remained  unl)onnd   and   assisted   in  gcttnjj; 
wood    for    the    fire.      The  s.-ntinel  was  alternately  roaMinj;    a!  d 
Kiiawinjj    a    deer's    head    which    ha<l    been   killed.        Seeing  hitn 
nod  liiijr,    Heiuiell  drove  a  spear  through  him.  and.  cutting  the 
bonds    of  the  others,   they    fell   upon   the  sleejxTS.      Hul  one  got 
away,  and  he  was  badly  wounded  by  a  tomahawk  from  the  hand 
of  IlainnKMui.     Speaking  of  this  event,   my   father  told  me  that 
Hammond  met  this   Indian  later   at   Tioga    Point   and   compared 
notes   of  the   fi.^ht.      By   the  same   authority,    who  had   it   from 
Hammond's  lips:       "When  l'*lliott  and  I  agreed  to,  an<l  made  the 
rush  to  the  woods  from  the  rock,   for  a  time  the  Indians  seemed 
too  much  astonished  to  pursue.      I  soon  fell   over  a   log   and   lay 
close,    the    Iiulians  crossing   but  a  few  feet  away.      My  hand  ffll 
upon  a  pine  knot  with  a  sort  of  a  handle,  which  I  car;  ■ 
the   night   as  a   weapon.  "      He  reached  Fort  Ogden.  : 
and  died  in  Chemung  county,   N.  V.,  about  i8io. 

A  local  historian.    I   think    Plumb,  says:     "Solomon  Hciinetl 
went  to  Canada,"     Is  this  correct?     A  vSolomon  licnnelt  was  at. 
and  became  an  original  prf)prietor  of  Hornellsvillc.  N.  Y.,  prior 
to  1800.      It  would  rcipiire  good  evidence  to  convince  me  that  the 
"good    marksman"    of    Wyoming   and    this    Bennett    were   not 
identical.  -  I   have  a  letter  from  a  venerable  gentleman.  Mr   J.  C. 
Stephens,    of  Canisteo,    X.    V.,    who   says:     "My    grandfather. 
Uriah  Stephens,  was  in  the  battle  with  the  Indians.  July  .;.  1778. 
and  had  a  brother,  Rufus,   killed  and  .scalped.     I  can  remember 
.seeing  Solomon.      He  was  a  broad-shouldered,  stout  built  man. 
He  came  here  with  the  early  settlers.     He  married  Asa  Tpson's 
widow,  of  Muncy.  Pa.,  whose  hu.sband  was  killed  while  making 
sugar.     She  was  my  aunt.      My  grandfather  told  me 
and    Solomon   Bennett's  snaf>c  with  the   Indians  at   N' 
Ten  men  bought  two  townships  here.     Solomon  took  t 
and  built  mills  on  Bennett  Creek  and  was  the  number  r 
man  of  the  place.      He  went  to  New  York  and  began  •■ 
failed,  came  home  and  died  and  w.is  imried  iti  his  fatl,' 
private  burial  place  about  1820." 
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Thomas  Bennett  had  a  son,  Andrew,  who  had  John,  father  to 
Charles,  who  was  born  near  Kingston,  1819.  Charles  was  an 
attorney-at-law,  passing  away  in  1&66.  I  believe  two  descend- 
ants survive  in  Wilkes- Barre.  The  death  of  John  was  somewhat 
tragic.  He  was  not  strong,  and  his  house,  built  upon  the  original 
site,  taking  fire,  he  was  removed  and  placed  upon  a  chair  in  the 
shade  of  a  tree.  The  excitement  overcame  him  and  he  died  of 
heart  failure. 

Ishmael  Bennett,  born  1730,  removed  from  Rhode  Island  to 
Connecticut,  and,  about  1770,  to  the  Valley.  After  the  battle, 
with  others  he  went  to  Connecticut,  afterward  returning,  when  he 
took  for  his  second  wife  Abigail  Beers,  widow  of  Philip  Weeks, 
who  was  slain  at  the  ma.ssacre,  and  sister  to  the  Fairfield  Beers 
mentioned  below.  He  removed  to  Ohio  in  181 6,  attaining  an 
advanced  age.  His  son  Nathan  lived  in  Wilkes- Barre,  as  late  as 
1872.  No  effort  has  been  made  to  trace  the  relationship,  which 
undoubtedly  existed.      (See  Kulp. ) 

Isaac  Bennett,  of  Preston,  Conn.,  who  purchased  half  a  share 
in  the  Susquehanna  Company,  which  entitled  him  to  about  five 
hundred  acres  of  land,  was  here  in  1769,  and  his  name  appears 
on  the  roll  of  those  who  agreed  to  "man  their  rights."  There 
were  also  several  Pittston  Bennetts,  whose  descendants  are  still  in 
the  valley. 

The  virility  of  the  race  is  evidenced  by  its  wide  distribution, 
emigrants  not  alone  coming  to  New  England,  but  settling  in  the 
Southern  Colonies.  I  think  Sir  Richard  Bennett  to  have  been 
Governor  of  Virginia  in  1654.  "V^irginia  Genealogies,"  by 
Horace  Edwin  Hayden,  M.  A.,  shows  marriages  bet-veen  the 
Bennetts  and  the  old  Virginia  families,  the  Peytons,  Lewises,  etc. 

I  have  in  my  employment  a  very  decent  and  industrious  colored 
man,  who  came  from  North  Carolina  to  work  upon  a  new  rail- 
road, Upon  asking  him  how  he  obtained  the  name  Robert 
Bennett,  he  said  it  was  that  of  his  father's  old  master,  who  came 
from  Rhode  Island.  Perhaps  at  first  a  "Yankee  .school  master," 
but  more  likely  an  agent  or  overseer,  who  acquired  land  and 
property  in  men. 

As  at  Goshen,  the  bones  of  th&  slain  were  uncared  for  during 
a  long  period.  About  1842  a  number  of  ladies  formed  an  associa- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  long  discussed  but  neglected 
work   of  erecting    a    suitable    monument.     They    organized    the 
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Wyoming'  Monument  Association,  and.  by  their  energy  and 
patriotic  devotion,  the  necessary  funds  were  sccurctl.  and  the  HhaU 
under  which  rests  the  mortal  remains  of  the  herucH,  fiuikhed. 
It  is  of  >;ranite  blocks,  sixty  two  feet  hit?h,  nnd  of  strikinK  and 
noble  proportions.  I'pon  marble  tablets  are  suitable  inscriptionii. 
with  the  names  of  the  fallen.  It  is  trtlain  that  all  who  fell  arc 
not  so  honored,  as.  for  example,  the  two  McClurcs.  Wry  many 
names  arc  there,  common  in  the  sonthern  tier  of  New  York. 

An  additional  historical  fact,  of  interest  to  my  readers,  is  (I 
<|uote  Miner,)  'An  old  man  nam«<l  Weeks,  fronj  Fairfield  County. 
Conn.,  .sent  from  his  farm  to  battle  seven  jwrMJUS  :  Three  souh. 
one  grand.son.  two  relatives  and  a  boarder."  The  boardfr  wa^ 
Jabe/  Beers,  and  his  name  appears  inscril>ed  on  the  monumental 
marble.  The  (voUuitarv)  'Wyoming  Monument  As.sociation" 
now  has  charjje  of  the  structure  and  grouixls.  their  excellent  con- 
dition .showing  careful  sujxrrvision.  On  each  succeediuR  anniver- 
sary, at  ten  a.  m.,  exercises  are  held  there  which  yearly  grow  in 
interest.  IClociuent  addresses  upon  historical  topics  by  eminent 
men  are  delivered,  the  whole  embelli.shed  by  patriotic  music  of  a 
high  order.  The  last  meeting  of  all  was  more  largely  attendetl 
that  any  previous  one.  It  was  presided  over  by  its  president,  the 
venerable  Calvin  Parsons,  Ks(j.,  a  descendant  of  Anderson  Dana 
who  is  there  entombed. 
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THE  BENTLYS. 


r-^ENERAL  RoELiHFE  Brinkerhoff,  an  eminent  citizen  and 
(^  soldier,  residing  at  Mansfield,  Ohio,  has  produced  an  admir- 
able monograph,  which  he  has  named  the  Genealogical 
Records  of  "The  Tribe  of  Benjamin,"  of  which  he  is  one  b}' 
marriage.  Of  the  Bentlys,  he  says:  "They  were  superior  men 
in  many  ways.  I  met  a  gentleman  recently  who  stated  that  he 
had  made  extensive  inquiries  about  the  family,  and  had  yet  to 
hear  of  one  who  became  a  public  charge,  died  a  pauper,  or  in 
prison  as  a  convicted  criminal,"  and  the  general  adds  testimony 
to  that  effect. 

The  history  of  "The  Tribe  of  Benjamin"  begins  with  William, 
who  was  in  Kingstown,  Rhode  Island,  prior  to  1679.  I  am  satis- 
fied that  this  William  was  son  to  him  of  the  name  who  died  there 
in  1 69 1,  but  of  whom  the  Colonial  records  give  few  facts.  He 
probably  emigrated  about  1630  or  soon  after  the  landing  of  the 
Pilgrims.  A  tradition  exists  that  these  Bentlys  were  of  Scotch 
descent.  I  have  not  found  any  evidence  to  substantiate  this 
belief,  but  on  the  contrary  much  to  establish  their  Anglo-Saxon 
origin.  There  may  be  Irish  and  Scotch  Bentlys,  but  not  in  this 
line. 

Of  the  second  William,  General  Brinkerhoff" says  he  left  children, 
"William  (3),  James,  Thomas,  Benjamin  and  Jane.  While 
probably  correct,  I  have  been  able  to  define  only  the  first  three. 
His  wife's  name  was  Sarah,  who  with  her  husband,  died  in  1720, 
both  at  Kingstown.  In  1679,  he,  with  others,  petitioned  the  King 
to  "Graciously  put  an  end  to  the  animosities  that  exist  in  the 
Colonies,"  (presumably  largely  religious).  September,  1687,  he 
was  taxed  4  s.,  6^2  d.  April,  1705,  he  set  up,  by  permission  of 
Kingstown  authorities,  a  building  for  carrying  on  the  trade  of  a 
currier.  His  will  was  probated  in  1720.  He  was  a  Freeman.  This 
by  no  means  implies  any  previous  condition  of  servitude,  but 
rather  the  taking  of  an  obligation  called  the  "Freeman's  oath," 
a   queer  jumble   of  obligations   which   more  closely  bound   the 
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indivitlual  to  the  worship  of  (hmI  and  to  good  cili/fnship.  It  was 
always  an  tvidc-iicc  of  good  character  atul  a  high  appreciation  of 
civic  ilut>  ,  and  practically  created  an  aristocracy  within  Democracy. 

Wii.i.iAM  (3).  o' Stonin^ton.  Conn.,  son  of  William  (3).marric<l 
i  i)    Mary  I-illiott. 
(2)   BathslK-i)a  I.cwis,  widow  of  Israel  I.iwi'>, 

He  liad  children  l.v  Maiy  I-lliolt  : 

J'>lin. 

Oeorj;c. 

Caleb. 

IC/.ekiel. 

Ivlix.aheth. 

Tahatha. 

Kuliania. 

Maiy. 

I?y  Halli>lKi)a  Lewis  : 

William,  born  1735. 

Thomas,  born . 

James,  born  1739. 

Okkkn  M..  (4),  bom  I  74 1.  Maicli  :;;,. 

Benjamin,  born  i  744. 

He  died  1760.  His  will  admiited  to  probate,  provided  that  his 
wife,  Haihsheba,  should  be  executrix.  He  said  in  eflect  :  My 
older  children  having  to  some  extent  been  provided  for.  all 
returns  from  my  estate  shall  be  devoted  to  the  care  and  mainten- 
ance of  my  younger  children,  and  that  finally  it  shall  go  to  them. 
The  inventory  amounted  to  4Sri,/,  15s..  consisting  of  apparel. 
spinning  an«l  flax  wheel,  a  cow,  two  sheep,  etc..'"  done  at  Kings- 
town. Some  part  of  his  life  he  had  spent  in  Connecticut,  but 
had  returned  to  Rhode  Island.  In  this  will,  it  is  ea.sy  to  discover 
the  dominating  force  of  an  able  and  managing  woman,  in  the 
person  of  Mrs.  Bathsheba.  who  was  probably  a  Green,  .nnd  it  is 
reasonable  to  believe  that  the  force  of  character  evirced  by  her 
descendants,  was.  to  a  considerable  extent,  due  to  her  personality. 
The  William  nauied  above,  was.  perhaps,  the  distinguished  divine 
who  ministered  many  years  at  Salem.  Mass..  before  the  Revolu- 
tion,  and   was  a  correspondent  of  the  eminent  men  of  that  day, 
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the  Adamses,  Madisons,  and  others.  He  was  a  man  of  much 
abilty. 

General  Brinckerhoff  says  of  George,  brother  to  Caleb  and 
half-brother  to  Green  M.,  "after  the  Revolutionary  War,  he 
removed  to  Western  Pennsylvania  and  settled  at  Jacobs  Creek, 
Westmoreland  county.  His  wife  was  Jane  Carson.  Their 
children  were  :  Shesbazzar,  House,  Jeffrey,  Absolom,  Mary, 
Benjamin.  In  17S7,  they  removed  to  the  west  bank  of  the 
Monongahela,  in  Washington  county.  These  Bentlys  became 
large  land  owners." 

Benjamin  appears  at  Sharon,  Ohio,  some  years  prior  to  his 
death  in  18 18.  They  had  children,  all  with  families  save 
one.  They  were  Robert,  Adamson,  Elizabeth,  George,  Hannah, 
Benjamin,  James,  Martin,  Shesbazzar  (Great  Scott),  Aholiab  and 
Mary.  All  were  tall  and  fine  looking,  Adamson  six  feet  four, 
and,  Martin  excepted,  lived  to  more  than  three  score  and  ten. 
They  were  men  of  influence  in  the  communities  in  which  they 
lived. 

Caleb,  third  son  by  Mary  Elliott,  was  a  soldier  under  a  Captain 
Russell,  who,  with  his  company,  joined  the  British  expedition 
to  Havana  under  Admiral  Lord  Pocoke  and  Lord  Alberraarle  in 
1762.  A  considerable  number  of  soldiers  were  levied  in  the 
colonies,  among  whom  yellow  fever  and  climatic  diseases  made 
havoc,  not  fifty  per  cent,  returning,  upon  the  withdral  of  the 
British  flag.  Very  recently  I  was  gratified  to  receive  a  letter 
from  Mrs.  Rosa  B.  Marvin,  of  Oregon,  Wis.,  who  says:  "I  do 
not  know  my  lineage,  but  I  am  descended  from  Caleb  Bently, 
who  married  E'izabeth  Spencer,  they  having  at  least  three  sons, 
William,  Isaac  and  Nathan.  Isaac  was  my  great-grandfather, 
born  in  Rhode  Island,  and  moved  to  New  York  in  1804."  She 
identifies  Caleb  as  being  with  the  Cuban  expedition,  but  queries 
whether  Isaac  was  son  or  grandson  to  Caleb.  Apparently  he 
was  born  about  1725  to  1730  and  woula  have  been  thirty-five 
years  old  in  1762.  His  younger  brother,  William,  was  born  in 
1744.  In  absence  of  all  positive  knowledge,  it  would  seem  from 
all  the  circumstances  that  William's  first  family  were  advanced  in 
years,  and  that,  late  in  life,  he  married  Mrs.  Lewis,  consequently 
Isaac  was  probably  son  to  Caleb  of  West  Indies  fame. 

As  to  Green  M.,  who  was  great-grandfather  to  the  Bennetts  of 
the  seventh  generation,   it  has  been  said  :      "He  removed  from 
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Rhode  Isiaiid  to  IIk-  West  Drancli  of  the  Snsiiuc-haiuia.  "  Mis 
jounicv  may  have  eiuleil  there,  hut  it  is  certain  tliat  it  was  ma<lf 
hy  the  way  of  Ciosheii,  where  he  served  as  a  soUher.  and  where 
Hannah  married  Mphraim  Hennett,  jr.  It  is  possible  thnl  he 
resided  at  Muncy  for  a  time,  leaving  because  of  defect  of  land 
title,  like  many  others  holdinj;  under  the  Coinietiicut  charter,  for 
all  that  region  was  claimed  by  the  Sus<iuehanna  Company,  and 
subjected  to  forays  from  Philadelphia  and  I'laston. 

New  York  archives  show  that  eleven  (in  Ik-nlly.s  .scrvc<l  in 
the  Continental  line  in  that  state.  They  were  enlisted  in  com- 
mands raised  along  the  Hudson  Kiver.  Among  them  appear 
Hcnjaniin,  Thomas  and  (^.reen  .M.  It  is  probable  that  at  the  close 
of  the  war  they  "swarmed"  westward,  some  to  Chester  < 
Pa.,  lienjannn  to  the  Western  Reserve  claimed  l)y  Conn- 
and  Cireen  M.  to  Lu/erne  county. 

Ivlisha  T.  Bently.  of  IkMijamin.  of  C.reen  M.,  has  left  a  written 
memorandum  that  his  grand  lather  married  al)OUt  1755.  As  he 
was  born  March  23.  1741,  he  would  have  Ik'cu  but  fourteen  years 
old,  too  young  even  for  that  day  of  early  marriages.  I  am  unable 
to  settle  the  name  of  his  wife  and  nnist  accept  the  probably  correct 
tradition  that  she  was  Diatia  Strait.  This  will  explain  the 
appearance  ol  the  name  in  the  family,  Hannah  having  called  her 
.second  .son  Thomas  Strait  Hennett.  very  likely  for  the  Ixjy's 
grandfather.  The  memoranda  says  also  that  Green  M.  was  by 
trade  a  tailor.  If  all  accounts  are  true  it  would  not  take  nine  of 
such  tailors  to  make  one  man  by  any  means.  He  had  sons 
P)eniamin  and  Green  jr.,  beside  daughters  Diana.  Rho<la.  Hannah- 
IvlizalKth.  Sarah.  Here  is  additional  confirmation  of  the  Diana 
Strait  tradition.  Another  tradition  is  that  a  William  married  a 
Green.  This  may  well  be  correct  as  the  maiden  name  of  the 
wife  is  unknown  with  certainty. 

Among  historians  of  Wyoming  events,  the  year  17S9  ha- 
called  the  "year  of  migration,"   when,   worn  out  by  the  1 
ment  of  Pennsvlvania  State  authorities,  very  many   New 
land    people    found    refuge    within    the    borders   of   X  "^^ 
State.     Green  M.  and  his  family  took  part  in  this  rer 
that   year    built    the  first  house  in  what  is  now  A.>-1. 
ship,    Chemung   county.     He   gave  liis  name  to  Bently  c 
Hannah  had  been  some  years  married  and  her  family  of  y     .-  ^ 
Bennetts  was  increasing  regularly  and  as  rapidly  as  Dame  Nature 
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would  permit,  and  she  resided  nearby  for  several  years,  Colonel 
Green  Bently  Bennett  having  been  born  at  foot  of  "Hard- scrabble 
Hill,"  at  Wellsburg,  in  1797.  By  old  papers  of  record  at 
Owego,  they  seem  to  have  removed  to  Millport  about  the  same 
time,  not  far  from  1805.  The  locality  chosen  was  convenient  to 
Seneca  Lake.  The  virgin  forest  was  of  the  finest  pine  and  oak 
trees,  this  being  a  reason  that  so  many  of  the  pioneers  in  that 
section  engaged  in  milling  lumber. 

In  1823,  Veteran  tow^nship  w^as  created,  being  taken  from 
Catharine,  Tioga  county,  (named  from  Catharine  Montour). 
Because  of  Bently's  "high  character  and  integrity,  and  for  the 
reason  that  he  was  a  ''veteran pioneer  a7id soldier oi  two  wars,"  the 
new  township  was  named  in  his  honor.  He  was  buried  in  a 
private  plot  upon  his  land.  Recently  the  people  of  Millport  have 
taken  steps  to  remove  the  remains  to  their  public  cemetery  and 
there  to  erect  a  suitable  monument.  It  is  said  that  he  was  a 
Major  in  the  Revolutionary  Army.  Thorough  search  proves  this 
incorrect.  He  was  simply  a  private,  but  deserves  high  honor 
for  all  that.  We  frequently  find  that  reputed  officers  were  not 
commissioned.  Rev.  Mr.  Hayden  explains  in  this  way  :  "After 
the  close  of  the  Revolution,  ex-soldiers  would  naturally  secure 
prominent  places  in  the  militia-and  have  applied  to  them  the  term 
of  their  rank.  Later  it  would  be  assumed  that  they  were  of  the 
same  rank  during  the  war,  and  after  they  passed  away  the  error 
would  be  perpetuated. 

He  was,  in  religious  matters,  a  follower  of  Roger  Williams,  and 
would  neither  support  nor  attend  any  but  Baptist  preaching.  This 
resulted  in  annoyance  and  vexatious  ligitation,  and,  being  arrested 
and  subjected  to  fines,  he  concluded  to  try  a  residence  among  the 
Quakers,  who  also  had  hard  lines  in  New  England.  He  had 
started  westward  with  all  his  possessions  when  the  sheriff  over- 
took and  proposed  to  detain  him,  but  Bently,  backed  by  his  old 
flint-lock  musket  of  Canada  in  1757,  safely  convoyed  his  expedi- 
tion across  the  State  line.  This  self-same  musket  remains  in 
possession  of  his  great-grandson,  Melville  Prustman,  of  Tioga 
county.  Surprise  was  expressed  when  I  told  an  antiquarian 
friend  that  our  Bennett  branch  were  largely  Baptists.  The  reason 
is  not  far  to  seek,  Hannah,  the  daughter  of  such  a  father,  and 
Grandmother  Bathsheba  Lewis,  would  not  permit  her  lambs  to 
stray  very  far  from  any  fold  where  she  thought  best  to  place  them. 


THK  nENTI.VS 

Tlie  Iknilys  were  rcpiilvd  to  U-  men  of  iM)\%erfiil  physique. 
undamilid  c()nra>;c  ami  Rrcat  tMulmancf.  A  cane  now  in  jxwseH 
sioti  i)t'  Cliarks  M.  HcniicU.  oncf  used  l)y  IkMijaniin  of  (irccMi  M., 
argues  that  he  was  u  very  tall  man  ;  they  were  said  to  Ik-  "red 
men.  "  or  of  IiIkH  color  and  the  red  or  li^jhl  hair  still  appears 
occasionally.  As  has  been  said,  llenjainin,  the  elder  son,  remove<l 
to  Tioga.  Pa.,  with  his  wife,  Mary  Keeny,  in  iHoj  or  1805.  In 
1S15  she  died,  he  in  the  following  year  married  Jane  Ottarson.  of 
Bradford  county,  whose  nephew  was  a  leading  editorial  writer  »»n 
ihe  iWrr  }(>;/•  7;7/»//;/r- when  controUetl  by  Horace  (ireely.  She 
t)ecame  mother  of  three  sons,  James,  ICphrain  and  IClisha  T.  The 
latter  retained  the  house  at  Tio^a  for  many  year??,  when  failing 
health  sent  him  to  P'lorida.  Returning  with  his  wife  they  passed 
away  recently  at  the  home  of  his  sors,  I-iphraim  and  Solon,  who 
are  engaged  in  a  successful  mercantile  business  in  Ithaca,  N*.  Y. 
Mrs.  Bently  was  Ahnira  Mitchell,  sister  to  Hon.  John  I.  Mitchell, 
ex-United  States  Senator,  etc.  I  have  to  acknowledge  favors 
from  Mrs.  Flora  Mix  now  of  Horjiellsville.  N.  V..  Hlisha  T.'s 
daughter.  A  daughter  of  lienjamin  by  Mary  Keeny.  married 
Andrew  Prut.sman  ;  a  daughter  is  Mrs.  l^dward  Spaulding.  of 
Corning.  X.  V.;  a  son  Christopher,  was  an  officer  in  a  Wisconsin 
regiment  during  the  rebellion.  Being  taken  prisoner  he.  with 
others,  was  placed  under  fire  at  Charleston.  Tpon  the  approach  of 
Sherman  they  were  hurried  inland  and  eventually  escaped  by 
cutting  through  the  floor  of  the  car.  afterw.ird  for  weeks  cared 
for  by  the  blacks.  The  story  is  quite  as  thrilling  as  that  told  by 
Richardson  in  his  "Field  Dungeon  and  H.scape,"  and  should  be 
certainly  preserved  in  unfading  characters. 

Green  Bently,  jr.,  seems  to  have  remained  with  or  near  his 
father.  He  was  born  about  177S,  probably  in  Orange  county. 
His  wife  was  Olive  Hopper.  The  date  of  his  death  is  unknown, 
but  in  March,  1822,  (rreen  M.  Bently  deeds  to  Olive  (Hopper) 
Bently  for  5500  and  to  her  male  heirs,  viz:  James.  George. 
E^ekiel,  William  and  Ftlisha  Bently.  the  one  hundred  acres  of 
land  purchased  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  (Keeny)  Ikntly  "so  long 
as  she  shall  remain  the  widow  of  Green  Bently.  jr..  and  in  case  of 
her  marriage,  to  go  to  alx)ve  male  heirs."  In  spite  of  the  restric- 
tion she  later  married  a  Captain  Greenough  by  whom  she  had 
children,  I  think.  The  Bennetts  to  the  last  recognized  and  call- 
!ed    Mrs.    Greenough  "Aunt  Olive."     The  property  passed  into 
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the  hands  of  the  Greenoughs  and  was  occupied  by  them  to  the 
dissatisfaction  of  the  Bentlys. 

A  lady  eighty  years  of  age,  Mrs.  Margaret  Craig,  residing  at 
Clay  Center,  Kansas,  writes  :  '  'Green  Bently,  jr. ,  was  my  father. 
He  died  when  I  was  three  years  old,"  so  ^that  the  date  of  his 
decease  was  about  1820,  or  say  three  years  before  his  father.  She 
continues,  "Ephraim  Bennett's  wife  was  my  aunt,  the  only  one  I 
ever  knew  ;  her  name  was  Hannah.  Mother  had  six  boys  before 
she  had  a  girl.  My  oldest  sister  was  born  in  18 n.  My  older 
brother  married  Eunice  Nichols.  Daniel  Thompson's  first  wife 
was  sister  to  my  brother  James'  wife.  Brother  George  married 
Lucinda  Cleveland.  Ezekiel  was  never  married,  being  ill  of  an 
incurable  malady.  My  brother  William  married  Captain  Green- 
ough's  oldest  daughter.  Experience.  My  sister,  Esther,  .married 
his  oldest  son,  David  Greenough.  My  younger  brother,  Elisha, 
(not  Elisha  T. ,  they  were  cousins)  married  a  woman  in  Pennsyl- 
vania by  the  name  of  Bethia  Schoonover,  He  died  the  husband 
of  Mary  Mitchell.  My  sister  Eunice  married  first  Elihu  Lane, 
second  Trumbull  Page.  I  first  married  a  man  by  the  name  of 
William  Tiers.  jWy  g7a7idfather  ivas  thought  miuh  of.  When  I 
was  in  Ohio  there  was  a  preacher  there  named  Joseph  Bennett. 
He  came  to  see  one  of  Green  Bently' s  girls.  When  he  saw  me 
he  dropt  into  a  chair  and  cried.  My  father  was  a  Free  Mason, 
and  was  buried  in  that  style."  She  says  there  were  ten  children, 
but  as  shown,  accounts  for  but  seven. 

I  am  thus  careful  of  small  matters  as  there  may  be  many  whom 
they  will  interest,  and  who  may  be  able  to  build  upon  them. 

This  Bently  record  is  brief  as  relating  particularly  to  our  branch 
of  the  family,  but  if  the  history'  of  all  the  descendants  of  William 
(2)  could  be  written,  I  am  certain  it  would  do  us  no  discredit. 
The  vital  statistics  show  that  they  married  into  many  of  the  old 
New  England  families,  a  William  marrying  a  Mary  Houghton 
prior  to  1700.  I  give  below  the  roster  of  soldiers  of  the  name 
during  the  Revolutionary  War  in  the  New  York  line,  as  I  have 
already  done  in  the  part  dedicated  to  the  Bennetts : 
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TliL-  HcMitlys  ill  .\\w  V,,ik  liiu- 

namj:.  k  \\k  ■  ><\  > 


Oliver 

I.iLMtenant 

\'aii  Reiisijlacr 

Nilcs. 

Tilliii^hast 

Lieutenant 

X'anclenburK 

Wheeler. 

TilliuKliast 

Lieutenant 

C.raham 

Vail. 

vSaimiel 

Serj^eant 

\'an  Rcnsalacr 

Nilcs. 

Benjamin 

Private 

\'an  Rensalaer 

Niles. 

licncdict 

\'an  W'K'Jtc" 

Thomas 

\'an  VcKhten 

WcKxiworlh 

Richar.l 

" 

Webster 

Tozcr. 

Tliomas 

X'andenhur^ 

Wheel.  ? 

Joseph 

Whiting 

Ilerrick. 

Thomas 

" 

Whiting 

Herrick. 

C'.kki:n  M. 

" 

Wisner 

Halv 

Null-; — .Atlcr  .i;i)iii.i^  to  print,  I  liad  opportimity  t<»  (onsiih  .1  history  o| 
(.'henuinj;,  Tonipkiiis  ami  ScliuyU-r  rouiities,  |)iil)lislie(l  by  IMw.irils  and 
Ijisii;!!,   i'hiladelphia,  I'a.,  1.S79,  wliirh  roiitaiiis  the  followinj:  : 

"TIk-  lirst  settler  in  the  township  (  N'eteran  I  wasCireen  Ik-nlly.  who  was 
horn  in  Uhode  Island,  removed  to  Warwick,  Orange  <oiinty.  N.  V..  with  .1 
view  to  settlement  in  Wyoming  X'alley,  hut  fearing  difhculty  with  the  Indians, 
lie  remained  at  \Varwi<  k  durin}^:  tlie  Revolutionary  War,  when*  he  s.»w  ytr- 
vice  with  the  army.  .About  17.S.J,  he  moved  on  to  Wyoming;.  The  I'enivi 
mite  troubles  breakinij  out,  the  Meiitlys  reinaineii  only  three  vears.  uniting 
in  buildini;  a  boat,  placiiii;  u|»on  it  their  elTeets,  they  pro.  •  '  ' 
consuming  thirty  days  in  liie  trip,  the  Vwv  stork  beiuK  di 

of  the  stream.     .At  Ikntly  Creek,  he  bouj;hl  three  huiu 

AI)out  179S  Ik-  s«)ld,  removinj;  to  Millport,  buyiuK  land  ujhmi  \* 
a   loj;  house  on  the  west  side  of  the   hijjhway,  directly  opjM 
where,  later,  (ireen   Ikntly,  jr.,  built  the  house  occupied  by  Olive  di 
bently   with  her  second    husband.    Captain  (ireenoUi;h.     IWntlv's   1 
now  lie  in  the  private  plot,  a  short  distance  away." 

Recently,  with  John  McClure   bennett,  the  writer  \  i- 
identified  the  location.     It  is  still  known  as  the  ol'  ' 
north  and  adjoining;  is  the  "bailey  pla<e,"  where,  ; 
from  the  eastern  hills,  once  stooM  lii,-  hom.    ..t 
Hannah  beiitlv. 


THE  BEERS. 


THIS  early  Colonial  family  was  from  Yorkshire,  England. 
The  name  was  originally  O'Beare  or  Beare,  of  the  O'Beares 
"^  ^"T^"^^^'       ^"^  O'Sullivans  of  Castle  Beare^Haven,  Ireland. 

In  1563,  it  was  decreed  that  this  castle  should  be  allotted  to 
O'Donnell,  fourteenth  Lord  of  Beare  and  Ba'ntry.  Dermod,  born 
1526,  thirteenth  Duke  of  Beare  and  Bautry,  served  in  all  the 
wars  against  Queen  Elizabeth.  At  the  head  of  a  large  force 
from  his  Dukedom,  he  crossed  the  channel  to  England,  accom- 
panied by  his  nephew,  Donnell.  This  particular  rebellion,  as 
usual,  proving  unsuccessful,  the  forces  dispersed,  Donnell  escaping 
to  Spain,  dying  there  in  1626. 

The  celebrated  French  Marshal,  McMahon,  claimed  descent 
from  the  O' Sullivan  Beares. 

Daniel  O' Sullivan  Beare,  father  of  (School)  Master  Sullivan, 
of  Berwick,  N.  H.,  the  grandfather  of  General  John  Sullivan,  of 
Revolutionary  fame,  later  Governor  of  that  State,  was  of  this 
family.  Master  Sullivan  was  a  rebel  by  birth  and  training. 
After  untiring  efforts  to  restore  the  Stuarts  to  the  English  throne 
during  1 7 16- 1 721- 1723,,  he  left  his  native  Ireland  for  the  new 
world.  It  is  related  that  his  wife,  on  shipboard,  being  asked 
"What  will  you  do  in  America?"  answered,  "Raise  Governors." 
Strikingly  coincidental  is  the  fact  that  her  son  John  became 
Governor  of  New  Hampshire,  1786-87  89,  and  James  became 
Governor  of  Massachusetts  in  1808;  and  a  grand-son,  early  in 
this  century,  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Ohio.  Master  Sullivan  was 
an  accomplished  scholarly  gentleman  and  maintained  himself  by 
teaching,  dying  in  1795  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  five  years. 

It  will  be  readily  understood  how  the  ancestors  of  James  (i) 
and  Richard  Beers  found  themselves  in  England,  and  how  it 
became  much  to  their  interest  to  change  their  religion  and  modify 
their  ideas  of  loyalty.  Inheriting  an  adventurous  spirit,  it  is  easy 
to  see  that  their  descendants  might  seek  their  fortunes  in  America 
as  many  others  were  doing. 


first  Lieut.  Frederick  Chas.  Ilennett. 
I.   L.  vtli  Reijiment  Pennsvlvania  Volunteer  Infantn, 
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I  find  the  earliest  mention  of  Richard  IWarcs  is  that  hccnihatkcii, 
date  of  Scpteniher  -\  16,^5.  on  the  ship  "  /f ////<//;/,  "  John  I/juj^h- 
rani,  Master,  sailing  from  Ciravesend,  County  Kent,  luiKliod.  In 
conitnoM  with  other  passenjjers.  he  took.  I>ef«>re  sailing,  the  usual 
oath  of  "Conformity  to  the  I'rotestant  religion  and  that  he  wtH  no 
subsidy  man."  His  age  is  conjectural.  He  prt.sunial)ly  arrived  in 
1(1.^6,  and,  as  he  iunnediately  assumed  prominence  in  the  Colony,  it 
is  probable  that  he  was  in  the  full  vi>;or  of  early  manhocKl.  having, 
been  born  about  i(H)n.  lie  left  in  ICuj^land  a  brother.  Jamks  '  i). 
who,  by  occupation  a  mariner,  was  losr  at  sea  in  K»,s.V  This 
Jami;s  had  two  sons  who  later  cajne  across  the  water  to  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Richard  resided  at  Waterlown.  In  1642.  records  call  him 
Sergeant  Beers.  In  iTi^S.  "Leftenant"  Beares.  In  this  year  he 
was  appointed  one  of  a  committee  of  three  to  "lay  out  the  City 
of  Boston."  This  arj^'ues  that  he  may  have  V>een  a  surveyor. 
This  is  not  a  certainty  Imt  a  probability,  as  very  fretjuent  com- 
missions of  this  kind  were  awarded  him.  the  latest  found  l)eing 
of  date  1666.  In  October.  1664.  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Colony  "Granted  to  Leftenant  Beers,  he  having  l^en  one  of  the 
first  settlers  in  the  Colonv  and  having  served  the  country  twice  in 
the  wars  against  the  'Peck(iuotts.*  the  said  court  dcemeth  it  fit  to 
grant  unto  the  said  Leftenant  Beers  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 
which  shall  be  held  according  to  law."  As  Richard  was  said  to 
have  been  a  "deacon  in  the  church,  and  wealthy  for  those  times," 
he  did  not  find  it  neces.sary  to  take  up  this  land.*  In  1682. 
Kleazer  Beers,  his  son  and  executor,  for  the  l>enefit  of  his  widow 
prays  the  "General  As.sembly  for  Liberty  to  lay  out  three  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  formerly  granted  Richard  Beers."  This  of 
May  27th  to  which  "humble  prayer"  assent  was  given. 

In  1675,  Captain  Beers,  was  Deputy  in  the  General  A.sscmbly 
as  he  had  been  for  thirteen  successive  years,  having  been  made  a 
Freeman  as  early  as  1637.  He  was  marked  present  at  the  ses.«ion 
of  July  9,  1675.  \ 

It  a  digression,  but  I  can  not  refrain  from  giving  some  extracts 
from  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  Bay. 
of  which  Richard  was  a  meml^er. 

At  .session  of  March  i,  1641  : 

"John  Dane,  for  making  an  Indian  r/;.v;//!r.  was  fined  five 
shillings. 
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Jane  Abell  was  presented  for  being  dninkc.  It  being  a  mistake, 
she  was  discharged. 

Mr.  Edward  Tomlins,  retracting  his  opinion  against  singing  in 
cluirch,  was  discharged. 

Boston  is  enjoined  to  mend  their  (high)  ways  upon  pain  of 
paying  twenty  shillings. 

The  wife  of  Robert  Lewes,  for  cursing  the  name  of  God,  was 
'censured'  to  be  whipped. 

The  wife  of  Richard  Carter  appearing,  she  was  admonished  and 
enjoined  to  bring  her  husband  to  be  bound  for  her  good  behaviour. 

Davy  Heckburn,  for  his  misdemeanor  and  foul  miscarriage, 
was  'censured'  to  be  severely  whipped  and  to  wear  an  iron  collar 
till  the  court  please,  and  to  serve  three  weeks  longer." 

Stern  if  not  exact  justice,  surely. 

Conflicts  with  the  Indians  began  with  the  Pequoits  about  1637 
and  continued  for  a  long  time.  Thirty-eight  years  later  that 
known  as  King  Phillip's  war  broke  out,  resulting  in  the  massacre 
at  Hadley  and  many  other  atrocities.  Northfield  was  threatened, 
and  Captains  L,athrop  and  Beers,  from  Boston,  with  their  com- 
mands, marched  promptly  to  its  relief.  Captain  Beers'  company 
proceeded  slowly,  ■  having  ox  teams  drawing  carts  loaded  with 
supplies.  At  the  steep  crossing  of  a  small  stream,  still  called 
Bloody  Creek,  they  were  set  upon  and  Captain  Beers  and  twenty 
of  his  men  slain.  (See  Bodge's  History  of  King  Phillip's  War.) 
Thus  the  gallant  gentleman  who  had  been  "out  against  the  'Peck- 
quotts'  twice,"  exemplified  the  saying,  "the  pitcher  that  goeth 
often  to  the  well  shall  be  broken  at  last. ' ' 

While  we  are  not  directly  descended  from  this  old  Captain,  let 
us  hope  and  trust  that  we  are  not  devoid  of  the  energy  and  courage 
that  sent  them  out  in  arms  for  the  right,  nor  grown  degenerate  as 
the  centuries  have  passed.  His  son  Elnathan,  who  escaped,  was 
Ensign  in  the  company  and  served  later  under  Captain  Sill, 
Richard's  successor.  His  wife  was  named  Sarahji/' His  childrei 
were  Sarah, Sarah  (2),  Mary,  Eleazer,  Judith,  Eliz/t^d^;"0iathan. 
Abigail. 

James,  jr.,  and  Anthony  (2)  had  come  to  America.  James 
and  his  descendants  are  not  identified.  Anthony,  our  Colonial 
ancestor,  was  at  Watertown,  Mass.,  and  a  Sergeant  in  the  Indian 
wars  in  1649.  He  removed  to  Roxbury,  Mass.  in  1658  ;  in  1659, 
to  Fairfield  county,  Conn.     He  wss,  like  M?  jfather,  a  njariner, 
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and.    Iikt-    him,    lost    ;il    sia  :    dale    I^79.      His  wife  was  iiamcil 
l-ili/alKlli.      Their  chihheii  were  : 

1j.i/.abi:tii,   inarrieil  Cuudiii. 

15i:thia,  married  Mellui) 

Makv.   married  Smith. 

Samiki.,   tlied  in  infancy. 

Ivi'iiKAiM,   horn  irS^.s. 

John,  born  165^. 

ICsTHKR,   horn  i<>54. 

Samuki,   H.,  horn  1657. 

Haknaiias  (;, ).   horn  iri^s. 
H\K.\AnAS  (3)  married  IClizahelh  Wilcox.soti.      She  died    iMS. 
He  married  a  .second  wife,  name  nnknown.      He  liad  : 

I-'Hzaheth. 

Nathan. 

JosiAH  (4). 

JdSiAH    (4).    horn    Stratford.    Conn.,    .\ni;nst.    K»»^.v   married 
Ivh/.abeth  rfloot,  May  10.  171 7.      They  had 
Nathan. 
Baknahas. 

JoSTAH.  jr. 
WlI.MAM. 

Samiki,. 

RlTH. 

Stki'Hkx  (5K 

TAnATHA. 
AUNKR. 

Rev.  Nathan  Rcers  wa.s  of  Stonin^jton,  and.  althonjjh  an  aged 
man  and  a  non-combatant,  was  beaten  so  severely  tliat  he  died  dur- 
ing the  raid  upon  the  Long  Island  coa.st  towns,  in  May.  177S,  by 
the  British  under  Sir  Henry  Clintoji  and  General  Tryon.  Another 
Nathan  Beers  became  a  Lieutenant  in  the  third  Connecticut  Regi- 
ment, Webb  Continentals,  and  in  [~St,  was  retired  upon  half  pay. 

Josiah,  jr.,  in  1778.  was  appointed  Ensign  of  the  second  Train 
Band  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  of  the  vState  oJ  Connecticut. 
Later,  he  was  made  a  Lieutenant  by  State  authority.  (Assembly 
Records. )  Of  this  second  company,  Samuel  I'ffoot  was  Captain. 
They  were  probably  cousins,  inasmuch  as  Josiah's  mother  was  an 
Uffoot. 
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Stephen  (5),  born  December  g,   1734,  died   June    19,    1815; 
married  Anna  Benjamin,  who  died  June  18 18.     They  had  : 
Isaac,  born  April,  1667  ;  died  1671. 
Stephen  (6),  born  January  24,    1771,  who  died  August 

14,  1846. 
Mary  BUss,  born  September   11,    1773;    married  Comfort 

Butler  ;  died  in  1852. 
Anna,   born  June  3,  1775  ;  married  Dr.  Payne. 
Theodocia,   born  June  2,  1779  ;    died  about  1845  :    married 

Seyraoiir  Adams,  said  to  be  one  of  the  New  England 

family  of  that  name,  a  very  polished  and  accomplished 

gentleman,  and  a  musician, 
lucy,  born  December  4,  1781  ;  died  1817;  married  Robert 

Grant. 

Of  the  above,  the  writer  recalls  only  Theodocia,  who,  in  1845, 
was  a  venerable  and  lovely  lady.  She  had  been  for  years  widowed , 
with  sons  and  daughters.  She  resided  about  two  miles  east  of 
the  Bennett  home  with  a  son,  John.  Another  son  resided  ten 
miles  away.  A  daughter  was  Mrs.  William  R.  Smith,  whose 
husband  was  an  early  banker  and  merchant  at  Addison,  N.  Y. 
Another  married  Mr.  Nelson  Cowan,  late  of  Corning.  A  Mrs. 
Downs,  whose  husband  w-as  in  business  in  Havana,  removed  to 
New  York  City,  where  the  writer's  mother  sometimes  visited,  but 
she  may  not  have  been  a  daughter  to  Theodocia,  but  surely  a 
cousin  of  the  seventh  generation.  The  Grants  lived  not  far  from 
Ithaca,  Franklin  and  his  children  being  musically  gifted.  George 
resided  at  Mecklenburg,  where  his  descendants  now  are. 

It  is  regrettable  that  our  facts  are  so  meagre  with  respect  to  such 
close  relatives.  Perhaps  others  into  whose  hands  these  pages 
come,  may  be  able  to  supply  them. 

Stephen  (6),  born  June  24,  1771  ;  died  August  14,  1846; 
married  Elizabeth  Davis,  who  died  at  Danby,  N.  Y.,  March  6, 
1S44.  She  was  daughter  to  Stephen  Davis  and  Elizabeth  Thatcher, 
and  born  in  sight  of  sight  of  Horse  Neck,  Conn.,  where  General 
Putnam  rode  down  the  rocks  to  escape  the  British.  Henrietta 
Bennett  Morrow  has  a  piece  of  jewelry  given  her  before  her 
marriage  bearing  the  initials  of  John  Dean,  an  early  sweetheart. 
A  precious  heirloom.  The  lettering  is  in  quaint,  old  fashioned 
characters.     They  had  : 
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Ji)si;ili.  •(orii  March,  ij'yS;  <litil  May,  iN.4o;  tnarried  Clariftsa 

Clark. 
Mary  Thatcher,   lM)rii   January    15.    1800;    married    Scba 

CanficUl.  l{s(|.  :  died  I)cccinl)er  23,  txS^ 
Anna,   horn  November  jo.    iSoi  .    died  January  2,    1876  ; 

married   ( i  )   Reiil)en  Tyler. 

(2)   C.reeii  Ikiilly  Ik-uuett. 
Isaac  M.,  horti   I'*ebruary  21.  iSt)4  ;  died  March  .^i.  1H73  ; 

married    (  i  )   Caroline  Patterson. 
(  2  )   Charlotte  Patterson 
Stephen  Davis,  i)orn  March  11.  1S07  ;  married  Ann  lUi/.a- 

beth  Thorn j^suii  :  died  F'ebruary  (•>,  1H70. 
Frederick,    born   May   11,    iMog;    died  August    23.    1879; 

married  Cornelia  Smith. 
William   Pitt,   born   November   12,    1S12:  died   March  31. 

1S41  :   married  Maria  Jndson. 
Okin   D.w,   horn  January  7,   iSi.s;  died   August  5.    i8iy. 
Abner  Beers  of  Josiah  (4)  married  Hannah  Hcardsly. 

They  had  : 

Jabez,   born  i7f>,v 

Klizabeth  Abigail,  married  Abner  Judson. 

Lewis,   born  1 7^i.S  ;   married  Phoebe  Curtis.   I7«j.^. 

Deacon  Jabez  Beers,  son  to  Abner  and  Hannah,  married  Betsey 

Howley,  17S6;  second  wife  Harriet .      He  was  Deacon 

of  Stratford  Church,  removed  to  Danby,  N.  V.      He  had  : 

Harriett,   born  17.S7. 
Betsey,   born  1789. 
Harry,   born  1791. 
Harriet,   born  . ;  ,^  .  /7^  " 

Harry  removed  to  and  lived  at  Danby. 

As  the  Bennetts  and  Bentlys  migrated  to  Chemung  county.  N. 
v.,  so  there  seems  to  have  been  among  the  lieers  and  others,  a 
hegira  to  the  vicinity  of  Ithaca,  in  Tompkins  county.  The 
locality  chosen  for  settlement  was  in  a  broad,  well  watered,  gently 
sloping  valley  upon  one  of  the  principal  highways  l>etween  the 
head  of  Cayuga  Cake  and  the  Susquehanna  River  at  Owego  ;  its 
drainage  being  north  to  Cayuga  Lakt-  and  down  the  beautiful 
Buttermilk  Falls,  south  of  Ithaca. 
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At  Da«by  Corners,  vStephen  (6)  built  a  large  and  commodious 
house,  together  with  a  sawmill,  and  in  1840  a  considerable  town 
had  grown  up.  Here  had  gathered,  beside  the  different  Beers's, 
thejudsons,  Beardslys,  Curtises,  Clarkes  and  other  Connecticut 
people  whose  names  the  writer  does  not  recall,  but  most  of  them 
were  related  to  his  mother  in  some  degree  of  cousinship.  As  he 
remembers  them,  they  were  cultivated,  reserved  people,  and  the 
noisy  small  boy,  being  frozen  by  them,  did  not  at  all  enjoy  calling 
with  his  mother  upon  them.  I  now  think  they  must  have  been 
very  nice.  As  to  the  religious  leanings  of  Stephen  (6)  family, 
they  were  between  the  Methodist  belief  and  the  Presbyterian 
doctrine. 

Dr.  IvCwis  Beers,  being  well  to  do,  gave  a  site  and  built  a  church 
at  South  Danby,  where  for  many  years  he  taught,  or  caused  to  be 
taught,  the  doctrines  formulated  by  Emanuel  Sweedenborg,  and 
which,  with  the  best  teachings  of  modern  spiritualism,  has  done 
so  much  to  change  and  broaden  religious  thought  and  to  teach 
thoughtful  people  that  it  is  but  a  step  across  the  line  to  the  unseen 
and  abiding  land.  Isaac,  Stephen,  Davis  and  Frederick  received 
Dr.  Beers'  teaching,  and  from  such  a  small  beginning  has  grown, 
it  is  said,  the  very  advanced  religious  ideas  among  the  faculty  of 
Cornell  University.  The  old  church  only  remains  as  to  its  walls, 
but  its  waves  of  influence,  it  is  hoped,  are  still  spreading. 

Lewis  Curtis,  Esq.,  who  married  a  Miss  Mills,  of  the  Corning 
family  of  that  name,  grandson  of  Dr.  Beers,  lived  at  the  old 
homestead.     As  to  the  children  of  Stephen  (6)  : 

Josiah  resided  at  Danby  Corners.  He  had  a  son,  Stephen 
Clark,  who  married  Mary  Munson,  removing  to  Owego,  N.  Y., 
where  his  descendants  are,  and  a  daughter,  Angeline,  now  of 
Ithaca. 

Mary  Thatcher  Canfield  resided  at  South  Danby.  They  had  a 
son,  Orrin  Day,  who  died,  unmarried,  December  28,  1848,  aged 
twenty-three  years.  A  daughter,  Augusta  Maria,  born  June  18, 
1820,  married  Thomas  Phillips,  now  of  Waverly,  N.  Y.  She 
died  November  12,  1872,  having  been  mother  to  a  family  of  three 
sons  and  five  daughters.  She  was  an  accomplished  lady  of  most 
charming  manner  and  many  virtues. 

Anna  had  sons  and  daughters,  Lorenzo,  Reuben,  Elizabeth 
and  Amy.  Lorenzo  Tyler  married  Emeline  Bagley,  removed  to 
Michigan,  where  he  died  January  20,  1875,  aged  fifty-seven  years. 
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llis  wile  survives  liiiu,  also  a  son,  Morris  Sauford  Tyler.  Keubrti 
clic'd,  umnarricci,  April  i,  iSh;^,  a^cd  thirty  cij^ht  years  He  in 
Imricd  at  Havana,  N.  V.  lCli/.abc*tli  married  John  McCltirc  lien- 
iR'tt,  Kcbruary  3,  1S4S.  She  died  ScptenilK-r  v  that  year,  alioul 
the  dale  of  the  death  of  (ieor)^e  Hemiett.  during  a:i  epidemic  of 
typhoid.  Amy,  horn  August  22.  1S22,  married  Charles  Keclcr. 
She  died  October  S,  1S4.S,  leaviiij^  a  dauKliter  Sarah,  who.  l>orn 
isjj.  married  Julius  Manuiu}.';,  whotn  she  survives.  She  has  four 
chiUhxn.  Anna,  in  iSy),  married  C«)lonel  C.reen  Heiitly  Ikrniietl. 
removinj:;  from  l)aid)>-  to  Moreland.  X.  V.  Hy  this  niarriaxe  she 
had  one  soji,  vSlcphen  Iktrs  Ik-niu-lt. 

Isaac  M.  resided  in  Ithaca,  N.  V.,  and  was  enKaged  in  luml>cr 
dealing.  He  was  highly  respected  and  considered  one  of  the 
solid  men  of  the  town.  He  married  Caroline,  and  afterward 
Charlotte  Patterson,  sisters  to  Dr.  Patterson,  a  leading  physician 
of  Ithaca.  His  collection  of  Sweedeidiorgs  works  was  lK.'<iueathe<l 
to  Cornell  University. 

Stephen  Davis  retained  the  old  home.stead  and  care<l  for  hi.H 
parents  in  their  declining  years.  He  later  went  to  C.alesbtirg,  111.. 
and  resided  with  his  widowed  daughter,  Klizabeth  Anna  Rtiger. 
whose  husband,  Francis,  was  a  valued  officer  in  the  war  l>etwecn 
the  States.  At  this  writing,  "Aunt  Ann"  still  survives  at  an 
advanced  age,  at  Galesburg.  Their  eldest  son.  I'rederick  Josiah, 
resides  at  Carroll,  la.  He  married  Louisa  Crifley.  Their 
daughters  arc  in  the  northwest  and  are  married  well.  Lsaac 
Abner  married  Anna  S.  Woodward.  They  have  no  children. 
He  resides  at  Anaconda,  Cal.  William  Davis,  born  January  i, 
i84[,  died  1867.  Had  been  a  soldier  in  the  then  recent  war. 
Augu.sta  Maria,  born  1S46,  married  Francis  Hicks,  a  banker  at 
Cheyenne,  Neb.  She  died  of  consumption  ()ctol)er  2f\  1884. 
There  are  descendants— Cora  Bell,  born  February  19.  i84y  ;  mar- 
ried James  S.  Whittaker,  of  Penn  Van;  died  August.  I^-f^. 
leaving  one  son. 

Frederick,  born  May  11,  1S09  ;  married  Cornel 
August  2;,,  1S97.  She  was  sister  to  Martin  Lutlv 
graduated  from  West  Point  high  in  his  class.  Having  married  a 
Southern  woman,  he  cast  his  lot  with  the  Confederacy.  As  show- 
ing the  horrors  of  civil  war,  he  met  upon  the  field  many  of  the 
sons  of  his  boyhood's  associates,  his  nephew.  Martin  B«.rs. 
giving  up  his  life  for  the  Union  cause.     Frederick  was  for  many 
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years  a  successful  physician  of  the  old  school.  Later,  he  removed 
to  Ithaca,  and  embarked  in  the  lumber  business  with  his  brother, 
Isaac  M.  His  younger  daughters,  Lucy  Clarissa  and  Mittie, 
retain  the  home  in  that  city.  Joan  Clara,  born  November  28, 
1834  ;  died  April  27,  1897.  She  married  George  Nourse,  Esq., 
(deceased  August  1899).     They  had  a  large  family,  viz.  : 

Frances  Luther,  married  Lottie  Judson. 
Frederick  Beers,  married  Belle  Williams. 
Louis  Adrian. 
•  Martin  Leigh. 
Sarah  Cornelia  (deceased^,  married  James  Hillick. 
Edwin  Agustus. 
Arthur  Willard. 
Burt  Lincoln. 
Ralph  Farrington. 

Jennie  Louise,   married  William    Morrison,    now   of  Wil- 
mington, Del. 
Lucy  Edith  at  home 

William  Pitt,  born  November  10,  181 2  ;  married  Maria  Judson  ; 
died  March  31,  1841.  She  is  of  the  family  previously  mentioned, 
and  still  survives  at  Danby.  They  had  William,  born  1837; 
Caroline,  born  1840,  neither  married. 

Orrin  Day,  "much  beloved"  as  was  natural  under  the  circum- 
stances, born  January  7,  1818  ;  died  August  5,  18 19. 

Our  descent  is,  therefore  : 

James  f  i ),   English. 
Anthony   (2),   Colonial. 
Barnabas  (3),   Colonial. 
Josiah  (4),   Colonial. 
Stephen  (5),   Federal. 
Stephen  (6). 

Anna  Beers  *  Tyler)  Bennett  (7). 
Stephen  Beers  Bennett  (8). 
Frederick  Charles  Bennett  (9).      ■ 
Henrietta  Bennett  Morrow  (10). 
reaching  back  at  least,  in  America,  two  hundred  and  fifty  years. 

Note— Danby  village  was  "at  first  called  Beers  settlement.  Among  the  the 
earliest  comers  were  Abner  and  Stephen  Beers  (6)  who  was  the  first  Super- 
visor of  the  town.    Abner  kept  a  store  in  1806.    The  post-office  being  estab- 
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lislicd  ill  is.i.',  Dr.  I  -wis  Itccrs  iMcanu- |M>stniastcr,  until  iHii,  when  Jabex, 
his  l>nitlui,  ttmk  llii-  olVuf.  'riiis  migration  Icxik  pla<«-  in  1797.  '"  •  '^■"  ' 
tuni,  I  .lirtiilil  (oiiiity,  Conn.  I  )r  lU-tTs  l>«-<anK- vrry  prnniint-ni 
loiinly  ami  ixriiiiit'tl  tin-  jilacv  ownt-d  l>y  I!.  I,.  H  Curtis,  Mmj.  II 
Justice  ot  tin-  I'cace.  rereivintj  his  rnmniission  fnmi  Hon.  Danii'l  l».  lump- 
kms,  (iovcrnor.  His  hmtlu-r  Jain-/  surcfi'tk-tl  him.  Mr  uav  :,  nn  mix  r  i>f 
tin-    I.ij;islaturf,    I'rrsidi  iit   <>t  tin-  <  iweno   ami    lUiaca  *I  1  •  \-.iu\ 

until  iS.|i,  ami  lip%t  pastor  «>t  tin-  New  JtTUHalcm  Churrli  in  . 

uliiili  lailli  Ik-  adojitid  in  1.S13,  and  was  fnlluwfcl  in  its  iniiuMix  In  K'-  \  I  )r. 
Ilrowii.  in  all  iiis  public  positions  lu*  i-vimetl  an  unlailin^;  ilesin- t<»  du  his 
ulioir  duty,  and  died  at  lij^'hty-thrtf.  having  filli-d  thr  full  nuMsurt-  «»<  a 
useful  lite.  In  1S05,  hf  l)rou>il)t  fron)  Stralf<ird  his  p;«rt-nts.  Almi-r  and 
Hannah,  with  his  hrotlu-r  Nathan.  The  a^fd  (oupU-  pass«*{|  away  |H|6-I7. 
About  1.S05-6,  came  Joseph  Judson.  Nathan  Adams  with  his  brother  S<ymour 
and  wife,  and  Comfort  lUitler  and  wife.  (The  history  <»f  Tontpkins  •  ountx 
above  (|Uoted.  I 

V\\-  havi-  mentioned  a  tradition  that  I'.phraim  (4)  went  to  Ohio  with  J«»sc|>h, 
his  son;— another  that  he  went  with  David  to  Howar<l.  It  seems  that  this 
last  statement  is  correct,  and  that  the  Haptist  ministers  were  Thadtleus  ami 
Joseph.  However  tlure  was  a  Josepii  (5 )  who  removed  t»)  !n<liana  alx»ut 
1S20. 

Inder  date  of  Septtinber  11.  Hon.  W.  V.  Ilennett  writ»-s.  clearinK  up 
some  points  touched  upon.  He  is  st)n  to  Kev.  Joseph  IWnnett  «>f  Tlwcl- 
deus  of  i:|)hraim  (4)  and  marrietl  Kunice,  daughter  of  Creen  M.  IW'ntly. 
sister  to  Hannah,  wile  of  i:phraim  (5).  His  statement  account.s  for  Rev. 
Joseph's  interest  interest  in  "one  of  Creen  Ikntly's  girls."  as  stated  by  Mrs. 
Craig.  He  says  that  the  mother  of  Kunice  was  sister  to  ( KTR-ral  N.tthani«l 
(.reen.  of  Revolutionary  fame.  I  consitler  this  in  part  <loubtful  \rt  that 
Mrs.  Mathsheba  (I.ewis^  Hently  was  a  <  ".reen  and  her  children  <  ousins  tt»  the 
C.eneral.  Circumstances  also  confirm  the  tradition.  Rhode  IslantI  |x-ople 
from  Warwick  transplanted  its  name  to  Orange  county,  N.  V.  Gre»-n  M 
was  of  Ijoth  Warw  icks.  C.eneral  Nathaniel  C.reen  was  l>om  in  the  first  nam.  d 
place  in  1746,  C.reen  M.  in  1741.  William  (3)  married  late  in  life.  Mrs  U.iih 
sheba  bearing  W  illiam  (4).  her  first  son  in  17.VS.  It  is  n<»t  of  course  impossibl.- 
that  the  relation  of  brother  and  sister  existed,  but  it  is  more  nearly  ren.nn 
th.it  she  was  sister  t»>  the  father,  who  was  an  "anchor  smith,"  at  Warwiik. 
which  trade  Nathaniel  was  taught.  It  would  further  account  for  the  intro- 
duction of  the  unusual  name  C.reen  in  the  family,  which  is  now  Ivmie  in 
in  "the  eighth  .generation.  In  1768,  Nathaniel  became  a  meml>cr  of  the 
Colonial  Le.gislature.  His  military  genius  b<coming  known,  in  IT'S. 
Ct)ngress  made  him  a  Major  C.eneral  and  l.e  iK-came  the  "n 
Washington."  taking  conspicuous  part  in  the  battles  of  Brand 
mantown,  C.uilford  Court  House.  Camden,  S.  C.  Fort  Ni; 
Kutaw  ,S|)rings,  w hich  ended  the  war  in  the  South.  As  an  honor 
Congress  voted   C.eneral    Green    a    gold    medal    and    a  raptur- •      ..    ;i>.. 

standard. 

Mr.  Bennett  says  :  "Thomas  Strait  liennett  (6)  married  my  mother,  and 
died  at  Havana.  N.  \'.  alxnit  1812,  leaving  two  children.  Ephraim  <  7  1  and  Ruby 
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who  died  in  infancy  and  was  buried  near  her  father  at  that  place.  The 
widow,  a  daughter  to  George  Mills,  Esq.,  married  my  father,  in  1813.  Thad- 
deus  and  Joseph  came  to  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  with  Ephraim  in  1818,  the  latter 
marr>^ing  Rachel,  daughter  to  Judar  Mead,  from  New  York  State,  by  whom 
he  had  a  large  family,  most  dying  in  childhood,  Thaddeus  was  a  Baptist 
minister  as  was  also  Joseph,  the  first  dying  in  1834.  Joseph  sen-ed  in  the 
war  of  1812,  under  a  Captain  Nobles,  company  and  regiment  unknown,  as 
a  substitute  for  his  brother  Benjamin,  dying  at  Harrisonville,  Ohio,  in  1868, 
his  wife  having  passed  away  in  1862.  His  eldest  son,  Thaddeus,  is  living  at 
eighty-three,  the  youngest,  the  writer,  is  seventy.  Sarah,  married  nanae 
Smith,  is  seventy-two,  living  in  Greenup  county.  Levina  H.  married 
Lantz,  P.  O.  address  Sciota,  Ohio."  The  remainder  of  the  letter  relates  to 
his  personality  and  in  whose  mind  the  currency  question  is  raised  by  the 
Beaver  transaction,  of  Bennett  and  Dowty.  It  simply  confirms  the  grand 
story  of  our  race: — 

"They  know  the  right,  and  knowing,  dare  maintain.'' 
"I  gather  that  you  are  a  gold  bug.  If  so,  we  agree  on  the  currency  ques- 
tion. Government  may  stamp  and  compel  its  citizens  to  accept  paper  as  a 
legal  tender,  but  its  ultimate  value  is  governed  by  the  ability  to  redeem  it  in 
the  currency  of  equal  value  to  all  nations.  I  am  one  of  the  Bennetts  in  tlie 
South  who  is  a  Republican.  I  serx^ed  in  the  Federal  Army,  in  the  Fifty-si.xth 
Ohio,  and  since  have  always  voted  as  I  shot.  I  knew  several  of  our  name 
who  serx'ed  on  the  other  side  who  were  good  men.  I  was  in  business  and 
what  was  called  a  tnill  man  until  the  war,  in  which  I  lost  my  health.  At  its 
close  I  read  law  and  have  been  a  practicing  attorney  since.  I  was  elected 
delegate  to  our  Constitutional  Conxention  in  1890,  and  in  1892  re-elected  to 
the  Legislature  that  made  the  laws  conforming  to  the  Constitution  previously 
adopted.  Was  returned  in  1894  and  had  held  several  minor  offices  in  my 
county.  While  in  the  army  I  was  second  and  first  Sergeant  and  Trainmaster 
in  the  field.  I  was  at  taking  of  Fort  Donelson  and  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  Later 
in  the  Provost  Department,  enforcing  the  draft  and  recruiting  niggers  until 
the  close  of  the  war.     More  power  to  the  arm  of  our  "Kentucky  Colonel." 

My  task  nears  completion.  It  is  a  proper  and  worthy  ambition 
to  preserve  the  record  of  an  ancient  and  honorable  lineage 
from  oblivion.  In  this  I  have  at  least  succeeded  partiall}^  It 
is  hoped  that  each  one  into  whose  hands  this  book  may  come 
will  seek  to  add  something  to  our  knowledge  of  the  subject  while 
there  is  yet  time,  and  at  least  to  preserve  our  imperfect  history  for 
those  who  come  after. 

Our  ancestors,  though  not  perfect  nor  infalliable  in  many 
respects,  were  a  brave  and  virtuous  race,  whose  love  of  liberty 
prompted  many  sacrifices  and  sustained  them  under  severe  trials. 
To  let  the  memory  of  these  men  die  is  injurious  to  posterity  by 
depriving  it  of  what  might  contribute  to  promote  their  steadiness 
to  the  principles  we  retain,  even  under  hardships  and  severities. 
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I  lay  ihc  lascinatiii^  tiuiy   \>y   with   regret   that   where  so  much 
Duj^ht  to  be  told,  so  little  is  possible. 

Beginning  with  the*  Ikiinttt  line,  I  could  not  with  certainty  ro 
bcliiiid  I^phraini.  jr.,  nor  with  the  Hcntlys  liack  of  (^recn  M.  In 
the  Beers  line,  surety  existe<l  as  to  Barnabns  iK-ing  a  great  ances- 
tor. It  has  been  'line  upon  line,  precept  upon  i>ricept.  hen-  a 
little  niul  there  a  liitle,"  ui>til  it  has  been  pc-isible  to  present  njauy 
facts  logically  arranged.  Vet.  the  broken  story  .•.URgcstx  Dr. 
Johii.son's  similie  of  {hv  /lina'frir  Hog,  '"The  wonder  U-ing  not 
that  he  danced  well,  but  that  he  danced  at  all." 

Let  me  very  earnestly  btg  all  to  begin  right  now,  under  the 
inspiration  of  the  new  springing  national  life,  so  that  at  the  close 
of  the  next  century,  those  who  come  after  njay,  as  Rev,  Cfcorge 
S.  I'ennett  says,  "Not  be  of)liged  to  spend  years  searching  dry 
records,  only  to  be  l)anied  and  disappointed  in  the  md." 

P\>r  many  years,  in  New  Kngland,  a  more  or  less  coniplHf 
system  of  keeping  vital  .statistics  has  exi.sted.  In  oth»  ■ 
legislation  to  this  end  is  being  enacted.  Its  importance  is  r. 
The  New  England  States,  p:on)pttd  by  the  interest  in  our  caiiy 
history,  lias  caused  to  be  collated  and  published  old  public 
records,  mu.sty  court  proceedings,  valuable  letters,  military  onlcrSf 
and  of  especial  value  are  the  old  Parish  Registers,  containing 
births,  marriages  and  deaths,  imperfect  as  they  are.  many  of 
course,  having  been  lost.  This  has  made  po.'-sible,  even  partial 
success  to  the  antiquarian  of  today,  who  wtisl  \y^  proud  to  prove 
that  his  ancestors  came  in  bv  the  New  J-jt^'  i-wi  .r  ,t,  vi  -.v 
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Tiie  Tyro  making  his  first  attempt  to  express  hii:  it 

is  likely  to  compreliend  tlie  pissage,  "Oh  that  min<  ' 

write  a  book,"  for  he  finds  him.self  to  havecommitte 
omission  and  commission,  which  will  not  all  lie  upon 
of  the  "intelligent  compositor." 

Oil  page  i8,  I  refer  to  three  sons  of  John  McClnre  Bennett. 
naming  but  two,  Ephraim  James  and  Burton  Green.  The  .second 
son,  d.scar  Curtis,  assumed  charge  of  the  homestead  in   1875  and 
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thus  continued  several  years,  during  which  his  parents,  with  the 
older  and  younger  brothers  were  ia  Arizona  Territory.  After 
their  return,  he  was  employed  with  a  surveying  party  engaged  in 
running  lines  for  the  Union  Pacific  R.  R  in  the  far  west.  Com- 
ing home,  he  married  Miss  Cora  Coon,  daughter  of  a  girl  school 
mate  friend  of  the  writer,  and  resides  with  his  parents  at  More- 
land,  N.  Y. 

Page  14  :  The  Parks  family  were  early  settlers  in  Chemung 
county,  at  and  about  Erin.  The  children  of  James  Parks  and 
Milly  Bennett  were  : 

Emily,  married  Emson  Wood. 

Benajah,  married  Lorinda  Denson. 

xAmanda.  married  (i)   George  Ide. 

(2)   David  Cramer. 

Charles,  married  Elizabeth  Thompson. 

Elizabeth  married  Josiah  Botsford.  : 

Cynthia  Maria,  married  George  M.  Beard,  M.  D. 
j^age  8  :      "  General  Johnson'' s  Fig  hf '  .■ 

I  find  in  Lossing's  History,  very  recently,  particulars  of  this 
battle,  which  fully  explains  how  our  ancestor,  Ephraim  (4)  was 
made  prisoner.  He  may  or  may  not  have  been  a  citizen  of 
Massachusetts  at  the  time.  That  colony  would  however,  properly 
be  the  one  to  take  steps  for  his  release.  The  fight  took  place  ten 
miles  from  Glens  Falls,  Warren  county,  X.  Y.,  and  four  miles 
from  the  head  of  Eake  George,  not  far  from  the  Massachusetts 
line,  at  a  locality  now  known  as  Williams  Rock,  a  huge  boulder 
so  named  because  Colonel  Ephraim  Williams,  in  command  of  a 
detachment  of  General  Johnson's  (later  Sir  William)  forces,  was 
there  killed,  September  8,  1755.  The  troops  engaged  were 
French  Regulars  from  Canada,  the  Dominion  iSIilitia  and  Northern 
Indians,  commanded  by  Baron  Dieskau  and  soldiers  from  the 
Colonies,  with  a  large  force  of  Mohawk  Indians  under  their  chief, 
Hendrick,  who  was  also  slain.  Colonel  Williams  was  in  immedi- 
ate command  of  his  Massachusetts  regiment.  The  result  was  a 
complete  rout,  although  later  in  the  day,  Dieskau  meeting  John- 
son's main  body,  was  disastrously  defeated,  retreating  hurriedly 
with  prisoners  and  plunder.  Colonel  Williams  w^as  of  Stock- 
bridge,  about  forty  years  old.  His  property,  left  by  will,  founded 
a  school,  which  developed  into  Williams  College. 

Errata  : 
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Expunge,  in. 

Mary  PranoeB  Tflcholu       S^pt*"^^   ^"**»   ^^^•^ 
Vary  H.  Beers  was  married   to     '^'^  -^  Alice  ki 

rben  J,    Knowlton  of  7?«tt  Up^ 
Win,   H.  Beera  ivae  married    to        Oot.l5th,l  t30  a 
Alice  rary,   daughter  of  Joi^*   ^  ^^"^^  ^^  ' 
In  N.Y.C.        N0T.20th.    1889'^*^''^'^^^*    ^^^'^ 
Broad^my  and  55th  3treet 

Birth.'*  ^'*^^  ^*^  ^®®^ 
Jonathan  Beers  was  bom  at  7a*  ^"^  H.Knowltoi 

Jan.  It 

Mary  Frances  ITlchols  was   borr 

Saturday,   June  12th, 

Kary  Ilolberton  Beers,  daughtr 

•pj^        -B-uoa'  deposited^  with 
was   bom  Friday  yeb.2n<i  ,^..^ 

wfm.   Hanford  Beers,   son  cf    Jom  r-     -  i^ 

born  Saturday,  Mny  od ,   1< 
Blla  Frances  Ijiowlton  v/as  bar  a 

Friday,   Sept.   10th,    1375  ^AM   iP^ 

Daughter  of    iben  •♦'  Mary  H,    'jio^ 


Sben  Beers  KnoTvlton  "vtas  bow    i' 
vVedncsdi.y, Jan.  16th,  1878  •# 
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Win.  Hfcnford  Beers, Jr.    son  of  ^.H.Bter«  ^  Allot  > 

was  born  at  the    (llleglblt), 

Brwidway  -»•   58th  3t.,N|Y.O,      Oot.l5th,l  |30  u 
Alice  Xiary  Beers,   daughter  of  ^.H.   -♦'  Ad  lot  l^ry 

was  horn   in     New  York  Sunclay,0ot•^4th,    Ic97 
Deaths. 
Jonathan  Benrs  departed   this  11  fo  I'arch  9th  liiSl 
Mabel  Knowlton,   daughter  of  ^^n  ♦  Mary  H.Knowltoi 

Dec.lVth  1883  aged  Or. 13   d. 
"^^.H.BpcrSfJr. ,   son  of  ^m.H.-*-  Alio©  Maey  l^trs 

died  Apr. 13th  1G95  aged  4   7rt.6  mos» 
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